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“Their best job! ” 
AD 1950 


From the Manchester Guardian, 
Nov. 11, 1950 


MPHREE hundred United Nations 

aircraft yesterday destroyed 
Nine-tenths of Sinuiju, the temporary 
Capital of North Korea. 


The raid was described in Tokyo 
as “one of the best precision jobs of 
the war.” It had as its objective 
the elemination of Sinuiju. 


Jet fighters and Mustangs first_of 
all dropped petrol-jelly bombs. Ten 

Uperfortresses then dropped thousand 
Pound bombs on the spans of the town’s 
tro double track railways. The rest 
of the Superfortresses dropped incen- 
diary bombs. Ideal weather helped the 

omber crews. 

The raid lasted for an hour, with no 
fighter opposition, although intense 
anti-aircraft fire came from the Man- 
Churian side of the Yalu river. 

The aircraft approached Sinuiju 
from the north-east, making bombing 


— 


runs parallel with the bank of the 
river, and dropped their  high- 
explosive bombs and more than 


85,000 incendiary bombs, 


PILGRIM FATHERS 
SAIL AGAIN 


Quakers go to country where 
War Office is museum 
IHREE hundred years ago some 


Quakers went to North America 
for freedom. Today some Quakers 


a 


| re leaving it for peace. 


In other words, 25 Quaker residents of 
Fairhope, Alabama, USA, have decided to 
emigrate to Costa Rica so that they may be 
free from military demands and from pay- 

ing “ war taxes.” 


This announcement comes from Hubert 


| Mendenhall, the spokesman for the group, | 


Most of whom are farmers or farm workers | make that leap which mankind must make 
Tanging in age from 20 to 80 years. 


“Our economy has become so involved 
With military effort throughout the world,” 
Said Mr, Mendenhall, “that a person can 
ardly make a living without being part of 
“hat system.” 


The mentality of Alabama 


yas 


has already been reported in Peace 
ews, many Americans have been protest- 
ez at the compulsory deduction through 
FAYE of taxes for war preparations. 
Moreover, those in Alabama have found 
their position as pacifists particularly diffi- 
Silt, for since the passing of the recent 
P8ti-Communist law in that State there 
Ye been daily broadcasts asking citizens 
fall the police should anyone come to 
Ir door and talk about peace. 


A spokesman of the American Friends 
Service Committee said that this would be 
—° first instance in American history that 
beeToup of Quakers had left the country 
ese of their religious pacifist convic- 

3) 
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Where disarmament means security 


ap gosta Rica, the country tq which these 

th century Pilgrim Fathers will be going, 
Omshed its army in 1948 and had its War 
ieee turned over to the Ministry of Educa- 
2 for conversion into a museum. 


_, When a dispute arose with the neigh- 
*0llring State of Nicaragua a week later, 
© Treaty of Rio de Janiero was invoked, 
4nd the two countries signed a pact of 
lendship after agreeing to a peaceful 
‘ettlement of the dispute. 
reeast March, Peace News quoted a Time 
{pert that Costa Ricans could boast that 
thei® country’s schoolmasters outnumbered 
_.® soldiers. 


ve ue 
stimony i ha. bis happy state of affairs,” it said, 
3, 8d. a tho een accomplished by* the simple 
210,000 ' of abolishing the army. 
onths of ee 
1 e 
— Suld not wear Army uniform 
4 | 
\ 4 INETEEN-year-old Pte. J. Alec Johnson 
: hee Ziven 90 days at a Court Martial 
Ne ;.”: 13 for refusing to wear uniform. 
@nq ..°¢tving in the non-combatant corps 
t ‘ops he has been a conscientious objec- 
« Fi “a he was 16. 
: Christ; 1S against my ‘conscience as a 
Wah OF 4n to continue to wear uniform,” he 
pristio® evil.” Court Martial, “I believe war to 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


WHY THE EAST GOES 


The Large Meeting House at 
Friends House, London, was crowded 
last Friday for a meeting organised 
by the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
on the subject, “ The Christian Alter- 
native to War.” The speakers were 
Lady Parmoor and Dr. Donald Seper, 
with Rev. Clifford Macquire, Sec- 
retary of the FoR, in the chair. 


Clifford Macquire said the purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss the need to take 
Christ as seriously in the matter of peace 
and war as we did in other things. 


There was no lack of pronouncements as 
to the contradiction between war and 
Christianity. What was lacking was the 
implementation of that conviction. 


Ourselves and the extinct monsters 


Lady Parmoor compared the present era 
with the age of the prehistoric monsters. 
These creatures, she said, also “ trusted 
in armaments,” each trving to be mightier 
than the others. As a result, they died 
out, and were succeeded by the little 
creatures, such as horses, cattle, and man 
himself, who turned from brute strength 
to mutual aid, and so survived. 
Nature made a great leap then; one 
kind died out and the other kind lived on, 
| We had come to a similar stage in his- 
| tory, when man himself must take that 
| same leap, from trust in armaments to 


trust in mutual helpfulness, 

If a conciliation commission could be 
formed, by some of the United Nations, or 
heads of States outside the UN, to con- 
Is 


immediately, they would be bevinning to 
if it is to survive. 
Our failure in the East 


Dr. Soper, analysing the failure of the 
Christian Church to reach the masses in 
the East, said we had offered them 
Christianity in large denominations, instead 
of the small change they really wanted. 


| He was appalled, when visiting Ceylon, at 


the lives of the rickshaw coolies, who start 
to spit blood at 30 and are dead at 40. 


For long enough Christians ip Ceylon 
had talked about the fatherhood of God 
and brotherhood of man, but when the 
Communists came they said to the coolie, 
“Vote for us, and when we get in there 
won't be a rickshaw left in Colombo.” No 
wonder every coolie had become a Com- 
munist, 


ider ways and means of ending the war : methods must, like theirs, necessarily 


Similarly, he said, on the issue of peace | 


and war, we must speak clearly and simply. 


“T believe the Christian alternative to 
war begins with a thumping negative,” he 
declared. “The only way to clear the 
ground for a Christian world is to set our 
faces against every participation in war.” 

It was impossible for us to complain 
against other people's Peace Congresses 
unless we had an equally definite and 
simple and intelligent starting-point for our 
peace-making. 


It was blasphemy, he said, to say that 
God can deal with Englishmen, but that 
Russians—or Americans, if you will—are 
beyond Him. 

“T will have nothing to do with this 
double morality which says that what 
Christ said applied only to a certain 
yroup, but that if vou extend it other 
people will abuse it. 

“The Christian alternative to war is the 
same whether the Communists are at the 
gates or whether even we have a Conser- 
vative Government. We will say ‘No.’” 


Why they preferred Communism 


Dr. Soper went on to say he believed it 
was right to insist onthe materialistic side 
of our Christianity. 


“If we are not politically and economically 
minded, how can we follow in the steps of 
Jesus, who healed men’s bodies and fed 
men’s stomachs, and said the Kingdom of 
Heaven was a place where a little child 


would have its questions answered and its 
needs satisfied. | 


“More than half the people in this 
world go hungry all their lives. Is it any 
wonder that they prefer Communism to | 

| 
i 


(Continued on back page) 


COMMUNIST 


E must be politically and economically minded, said Dr. 

Donald Soper at Friends House last Friday. 
failed to reach the masses in the East because unlike its Master, it 
had not sufficiently insisted on the material needs of men. 


The Church had 


GOVERNMENT?’S 
“sILLIBERAL 
PANIC” 


Ede adopts Police 
State methods 


A STRONG protest against the Govern- 
“"~ ment’s “ police state’ methods of stop- 
ping the Sheffield Congress was made in 2 
Manchester Guardian leading article last 
Monday. 

Quoting Mr. Ede’s famous dictum: ‘“ We 
still have some prestige in the world be- 
cause we have remained a country of free- 
dom and are not afraid of people seeing 
how we are living ’—it proceeds: 

“After the wav in which Mr, Ede's 
secret agents have interrogated some 
scores of foreigners at points of landing 
and sent them back home his words do 
not ring true. 

“All these Frenchmen, Spaniards, and 
the rest are not likely to share his belief 


| that this is ‘a country of freedom...’ 


“It is difficult to recall any precedent 
in our history for such an adoption on 
British soil of the methods of the Com- 
munist police States. ... 

“Now we too have thrown up something 
like their police apparatus and interroga- 
tion by a horde of secret agents whose 
be 
clumsy and unjust .. 

“The British Government's illiberal panic 
is a blow to what little remains of free- 
dom in the world.” 


MUST BE UNDERSTOOD 


— Pandit Nehru 


The Indian Prime Minister, Pandit 
| Nehru, who is not a pacifist and con- 
siders an army—but not atomic 
weapons— necessary, had the following 
things to say about war, militarism and 
| fear when he opened the Institute of 

Pacific Relations’ Conference at Luck- 
now recently: 


The Military Method 


if DO not think that the purely military 
method has yet solved any major prob- 
lem in the world. 


And that is why I believe the great 
Frenchman who once said that war is much 
too serious a thing to be entrusted to 
soldiers. 

Almost every country desired that the 
war in Korea should at least be localised 
and should end there. 


Yet sometimes the military mind peeps 
out and wants to go much further, think- 
ing that by going further it can solve other 
basic problems also, not realising the essen- 
tial lesson of history that if you go too far 
you will topple over and get entangled in 
other problems. 


The last war... might have ended in as 
good a victory and with fewer problems a 
year before it actually ended, provided the 
desire to take matters to the extreme end 
and limit was not there... unfortunately, 
when we enter into the realm of warfare 
and the military mind, there is always that 
desire to go to the last limit and in doing 
s> the objective for which the war was 
fought is itself often betrayed. 


Asian nationalism 


| UWE have just been through independence 

** and freedom. Naturally nationalism 
was a war-cry which warmed our hearts. 

No argument in any country of Asia is 
going to have weight if it goes counter to 
{ the nationalist spirit of that country, Com- 
munism or no Communism. Whatever 
country in Asia you may go to you have 
to understand what the nationalist urge 
is, and how you can support it; for if you 
go against it, whatever your other argu- 
ments may be they will not be fully appre- 
ciated or understood. 


I do not wish to lay stress on nationalism 
because I consider it a good thing, but be- 


cause I feel that at the present moment in 
(Continued on back page) 
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Moral superiority 


NDER the heading ‘ Double 

Standards ” our correspondent, 
Sir Evelyn Maude, asks pertinent 
questions, 


They are, briefly: (1) Is it not true that 
on the whole the British Government is 
more honest that the Soviet Government; 
(2) Is it possible to negotiate with people 
whom one knows to be liars ? 


The first question is subordinate to the 
second. A British Government is curtainly 
more honest (or less dishonest) than a 
totalitarian one, for obvious reasons. We 
are about 300 years ahead of the Russians 
in political experience. We have a free 
press, a free Opposition and free speech. 
So it is impossible for any government to 
make any statement which is not liable to 
public challenge or denial. 


The sceond is the more important: What 
can be the common ground for negotiations 
with a party who does not acknowledge the 
same moral standards ? 


First let us say that this question is 
solved successfully every day in ordinary 
human and social affairs. It only appears 
difficult because of that “ double standard ” 
which assumes that governments cannot 
behave with the the same tact, commonsense 
and morality as do individuals. 


As a simple instance: If two : 
men, each of whom believes that the other 
is trying to take advantage of him, and is 
prepared to lie about it, couldn’t make a 
satisfactory bargain with each other, 
precious little business would ever have 
been done. 


But governments do what no business 
man would be so stupid as to do; they 
approach the other party with an assump- 
tion of moral superiority and base their 
negotiations upon that assumption. In 
effect, they demand from the other party a 
confession of sin as a condition of further 
dealings. 


This is fatal, for the simple reason that 
the other party does exactly the same thing. 


Whether or not the Russians acknow- 
ledge lying as a necessary political ex- 
pedient, while we profess to repudiate it, 
is irrelevant. The fact is, they believe we 
are liars; and so we are. Whether our 
lies are as numerous or extravagant as 
theirs is also irrelevant. 


Numbers and magnitude don’t matter. 
One lie would be sutticient. We have said, 
for example, that the Russians are solely 
responsible for the failure of the atomic 
discussions. We now know that is a thump- 
ing lie. Some American statemen have 
acknowledged its incorrectness. But while 
it stands, negotiations 
*“mpossible. 

The relevant factor is not what we think 
of ourselves, but what the Russians think 
of us and to what extent they are justified. 


We know they have plenty of justification 
for their professed fears and _ suspicions. 
Since their revolution Britain’s attitude to 
them has been predominantly hostile and 
aggressive. Thirty years ago Mr, Chur- 
chill started an unprovoked war against 
them; he committed that same crime of 
“unwarrantable aggression” to pumish 
which we are now fighting in Korea. Yet 
today he is the most popular man in Britain 
and probably our next Prime Minister. 

The truth is we do, in fact, adopt the 
Same standards of behaviour as the Rus- 
sians. We believe in using any means, how- 
ever diabolical, to achieve our ends, just 
as they do. We use indiscriminate bomb- 
ing, for instance. And it is idle to discuss 
whether telling lies, or condemning people 
without trial, is worse than burning women 
and children to death. 

Until therefore we cease acting on the 
assumption of moral superiority we shall 
get no further than confirming the Rus- 
sians’ belief in our hypocrisy. 

The first step to discovering the common 
grounds for discussion with our “ moral 
inferiors,” therefore, is really very simple, 
however unprecedented it may be in poli- 
tical spheres, 

It is to discover our common human 
needs. And in this situation that means 
removing all justifiable grounds for Rus- 
sian fear and suspicion. 

Even the worst of liars can have quite 
And until we 
know to what extent his reprehensible be- 
haviour is due to genuine fears of us, we 
pe not begin to know how to deal with 
im. 

That is the first and absolutely indis- 
pensable step towards world peace. It is 
not woolly idealism hut political realism. 
It marks where the highest moral prin- 


further are 


ciples are at one with practical politics. 
And although the unity of the two is the 

basis of our pacifist faith, it is not a new 

It is at least as old as Christianity. | 


idea, 


Commentary 


HE Government would do well to 
interpret the occurence of what 
the papers described as “lively 
scenes”? at he Scottish TUC Peace 
Conference in Glasgow as a sign that 
a good many people there as well as 
elsewhere are far from satisfied with 
their handling of developments in 
Korea and the Far East; and far 
from satisfied also with their hand- 
ling of other questions connected 
with peace or war. 


Mr. Hector McNeil, the predecessor as 
Minister of State at the Foreign Office of 
Mr. Kenneth Younger, was the principal 
speaker. And as he is so thorough a 
Scotsman that an American delegate at 
UNO asked on one occasion for an inter- 
preter—or that Mr. McNeil should speak 
in French—to make it possible to under- 
stand him, it may be taken for granted 
that he began with his listeners’ sympathy 
in his favour. 


But he was mercilessly heckled long be- 
fore the end of his speech, and the nature 
of the interruptions shows the trend of the 
hecklers’ thoughts. They were concerned 
with the merits or demerits of the Syng- 
man Rhee regime, with petrol-jelly bombs, 
and with suppressed accounts of Southern 
Korean atrocitigs. 

4 


on 

A fine sentiment, but ... 

AS political speeches go, Mr. McNeil’s 
4 was a good one, though it was of 
course not a pacifist’s speech. It reaffirmed 
all the old beliefs in the efficacy of arma- 
ments as a war preventive and, as is also 
usual in political speeches, left out any- 
thing, no matter how important and rele- 
vant to the issue, that might have incon- 
venienced the pre-ordained conclusion. But 
even a pacifist would have aproved this 
passage: 

“Any British Government that lent 
itself to aggressive intentions, much less 
to aggressive acts, would be torn from 
office by a sound and healthy British 
people.” 


Quite so. But if Mr. McNeil had been 
speaking in the strict privacy of his own 
four walls to nobody but himself, he might 
for strict accuracy’s sake have added: 
“Provided that the public were still in a 
mental condition to recognise every act 
that lends itself to aggressive intentions 
for what it is, when it occurs.” 

For that, without the shadow of a doubt, 
is the real danger—real everywhere, and 
not only real but also acute, in America. 


A very sound definition 
people outside of the United States, 


mo 
r President Truman and Mr. Dean 
Acheson do not look like weakling appeasers 


By ROY SHERWOOD 


of Soviet aggression. But they are looked 
upon as just that by a certain number of 
Americans. And, as the recent elections 
have shown, the President’s opponents are 
gaining on him. Yet it is a safe bet that 
not a single one of the anti-Trumanites, 
and not even General MacArthur himself, 
has the slightest misgivings about his en- 
tire peacefulness. 


As a certain member of the House of 
Commons remarked sotto voce after the 
Prime Minister’s speech to the Foreign 
Press Association the other evening: 


“ Agpression is anything that attempts 
to impede, or interfere with, the world 
order imposed by atomic bomb 
superiority.” 


Simply funny 


N OTHING in the week’s happenings is 

therefore more to be welcomed than 
the New Statesman’s front page article on 
General MacArthur and two items of news 
from the United Nations. 


The New Statesman (Nov, 11) article 
eannot be summarised in a few words. It 
should be read in full. No sane man could 
ever doubt that the passage of the United 
Nations forces across the 38th Parallel 
would intensify the risk of coming in con- 
flict with Chinese or with Soviet forces, 
apart from stiffening the backs of their 
Governments. Nor could anyone doubt that 
the absence of a representative of Com- 
munist China in the United Nations must 
make Mao Tse-tung less amenable to 
United Nations influence. 


A single look at the map is sufficient to 
give an idea of the degree of faith required 
of him before he could have been expected 
to take the advance into Northern Korea 
of United Nations troops, consisting in the 
main of nationals of the country which has 
prevented him from making an end of 
Chiang Kai-shek, “lying down.” He is not, 
after all, and has never pretended to be, a 
pacifist. 


General MacArthur’s declaration that this 
Communist action constitutes “one of the 
most offensive acts of international lawless- 
ness on record” is simply funny. Unfor- 
tunately, this is the wrong time for being 
so. 


One bit of good news 


TF the world were still normal there 
would be no cause for special congratu- 
lation in the fact that the Security Council 
has invited the Peking Government to send 
a representative to answer charges that 
military units from China are engaged in 
hostile action against the United Nations 
forces in Korea, and that the American 
Government has announced its intention of 
granting him “transit to the UN _ head- 
quarters district under the discretionary 
authority of the US Attorney General.” 


As it is, this constitutes the first of our 
week’s two items of good news. It is a 
pity, though, that the mischief had to be 
done first, and that the Mao Tse-tung 


representative has been asked to appear in 
the role of an accused person—a fact which 
has had the consequence that the Peking 
Government has intimated its intention of 
sending a representative to speak about the 
American infringement by air of Chinese 
territory and of refusing to send one to 
speak in the other matter, so that it is now 
after all doubtful whether the voice of the 
effective government of China will be heard 
yet at Lake Success. 


An overdue proposal 


JroR our second point of joy, which 1s aS 

modest in size as the first, we have 
to thank Yugoslavia. It concerns the de- 
finition of aggression. 


The Political Committee of the General 
Assembly has adopted a (revised) Yar: 
slav proposal to lay down “the duties of 
states in the event of the outbreak of 
hostilities anywhere in the world.” Hac? 
state involved is to be under the duty pub- 
licly to proglaim its readiness to end mill- 
tary operations and withdraw troops under 
terms agreed upon by the warring parties 
or determined by the United Natwns. 


Each state is also to notify the United 
Nations immediately of the circumstances 
in which the conflict arose, and to invite 
the newly established Peace Observation 
Commission of the General Assembly_ 
make an on-the-spot investigation. 
United Nations are then to take into a¢- 
count the conduct of the states involved 17 
determining responsibilities. 


The importance of this proposal may © 
cape notice at first sight. But it will be 
realised as soon as we think back to thé 
38th Parallel declaration. 


So far, it is only a Political Committeé 
proposal, and it may never go through. 
But it is of some significance that it has 
been accepted. If it had been operative ce 
few weeks ago, the present new danger 
would not have arisen. The United Nations 
forces would have been bound by the first 
declaration that the advance was not ' 
extend beyond the 38th Parallel, 


Germans expected to fight each othet 
\ TITH regard to Germany, even The 

Economist admits that Allied policY 
does not shine by its intelligence. 


As the Atlanitic Treaty powers’ desperal€ 
attempts to reach agreement among them 
selves on the extent to which Western Get 
many is to be remilitarised make their de 
pendence on German co-operation mot 
obvious, Dr. Adenauer’s price for ¢%” 
operation goes up, and the confidence 3 
Allied sincerity of that section of thé 
Western public which was beginning to see 
some value in democracy goes down. 


Behind and beyond this stands the factoF 
that the present Soviet and Western polici 
blandly assume that Eastern and Wester? 
Germans will fight one another for the sak¢ 
of the inimical ideologies of their respe® 
tive—what shall we call them—protector 
benefactors, overlords? 


For their own sakes, one might imagin® 
the Allies of the late war might search 10 
a better solution. 


The frightened men 


OSEPH and Stewart Alsop are 
considered to be exceptionally 
well informed about USA “high 
policy.” There is reason for alarm, 
therefore, when they tell us in the 
New York Herald Tribune (Paris 
edition) on Nov. 10, that Washington 
is seriously considering an “ imme- 
diate, all-out national mobilisation.” 


The reason for this is the Chinese inter- 
vention in Korea. The Alsops argue that 
this is a “Kremlin move” to tie down 
American forces in Korea., 

“First,” they argue, “there is very 
little doubt that the Kremlin, rather than 
Peking, has been the real prime mover in 
this affair. It is now well established 
that Mao Tse-tung’s government resisted 
pressure to send Chinese troops into 
Korea for a considerable period. There 
are good reasons to believe that Molo- 
tov had to go to Peking in person to 
secure obedience from the Chinese. 


‘‘ There are also reasons to believe that 
the Chinese had to be paid off by restora- 
tion of their local control in Manchuria, 
which has till now been a Russian pro- 
vince in all but name. If the Kremlin 
was the prime mover, Kremlin interests 
must have been the dominant considera- 
tions. 


“ Second, there is also the timing of the 
Chinese move. In July or August, very 
little aid given the North Koreans would 
have broken our grip on Korea. In Sep- 
tember, preventive occupation of the 
region north of the 38th Parallel would 
have paralysed the United Nations. 

“Instead, the move was delayed until 
the North Korean Army had been vir- 
tually destroyed, and the certain result 
would be armed conflict between Chinese 
and Americans.” 

That, it seems, is how the situation locks 
to Washington. 


The Observer for Nov. 12. has another 


in 
By Geoffrey Carnall 


interpretation, however. O. M. Green 


writes: 


“ Careful study of reports from Peking 
leave little dount that the chief cause 
for the Chinese invasion of North Korea 
is the mistaken fear, daily truinpeted by 
Peking radio and newspapers, that 
America intends to invade Manenuria as 
the first step to destroying the People’s 
abo and reinstating Chiang Kai- 
shek. 


“The Yalu and Tumen ‘1v2rs, which 
form the boundary between Manchuria 
and Korea, are featured as essential to 
‘the defence of their homes and in ‘ther- 
land,’ to which, it is asserted, thousands 
of Chinese are flocking. 


“ Manchuria, whose wealth in minerals, 
agriculture, and forests, is greater than 
that of all the rest of China, is particu- 
larly dear to all Chinese. 


“The immediate cause of Chinese 
anxiety is the Suiho dam and power 
station built by the Japanese on the Yalu 
about 40 miles from its mouth. With 
works on both sides of the river it is as 
important to Fengtien, the most indus- 
trialised portion of Manchuria, as it was 
formerly to Korea. 


“The cutting-off of power from Yalu 
stations by the Russians in 1948 was a 
crippling blow to South Korea, and no 
doubt the Chinese fear a similar blow to 
Manchurian industry if an unfriendly 
Power controled the Yalu. 


“ But further than this, the Chinese 
certainly have not. forgotten the tremen- 
dous efforts of the Japanese, after they 
occupied Manchuria in 1931-38, in pre- 
paring both it and Korea for the war 
with Russia which they considered 
inevitable. 


“To hold the Yalu impregnably be- 
comes in China’s view a matter of life 
and death.” 


The objectivity of Green’s report is a 
refreshing contrast to the shadowy moves 


Washington 


and counter-moves which the Alsops have 
“good” but unspecified reasons for beli€¥” 
ing. The alarming thing is that Washing” 
ton policy is presumably based on thes 
“good reasons.” 


_ According to the Alsops, however, there 
is great reluctance to resort to mobilisation 
“because of the absolute panic it wou 

cause in Europe.” The panic woul yenl 
well justified. Hysteria can make aliz 
high policy-makers so blind to obvious 7 val 
ties that they believe only in the spect 

shadows cast by their own fears. ow" 
when a fit of hysteria can mean the thee 
ing about of atom-bombs, Europe has re4 

to be nervous. ‘ 


Hasn’t anyone got a bucket of cold W 
to throw over the frightened men 
Washington ? ; 


——— 


CHECK OR CHEQUE? 


THE Peace Pledge Union's Annual Appeal 

has now been issued to all, signal not 
on our file, and if any signatory has 
received a copy, will he or she please 


ig. 
me know so that we can check our reoord - 


_This Annual Appeal is, of courses : 
tional to the PPU’s fortnightly appem any 
Peace News, and I hope especially tha awe 
rage of voce News rae te + ee of 
e special appeal will make rs 

sending a Bonatiast to PPU Headquarté 
Fund before the end of the year- | 6 ¢¢ 
cheques to help us reach the aim 9, oa4 
will be most welcome, but so will 4.” sigh 
Order for any amount, for, as ht « Many 

grouns would say to the English- 
a mickle makes a muckle. RIS 
STUART MORRIS: 

General Secret® 


0s. 
Amount received to date: £498 1 
Aim for 1950; £650. a 
Only 4 e appeals this year: ion 
nly 4 more app dge Une 


Donations to the Peace Ple art 
should a a marked Headtt ok 
Fund.” to_the PPU Treasurer May C1- 
Sheppard House, Endsleigh Str 
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More demands tor 
a plebiscite 


From T, CORDER CATCHPOOL 
Berlin. 


AT a recent meeting of the Liaison 
.. Council of German Peace Societies 
‘Arbeitseemeinschaft der Deutschen 
Medensverbaende), which is the German 
‘Unterpart of the National Peace Council, 
Be following resolution was introduced by 
et. Friedrich Siegmund-Schultze on be- 
wit of the German Fellowship of Recon- 
Ciliation, and unanimously adopted. 


“Convinced that re-militarisation of 
the West German Federal Republic is 
Just as much opposed to the interests of 
he German People as is the re- 
Militarisation of the Republic of Eastern 
ermany, and furthermore that the re- 
Militarisation of Germany is contrary to 
oth the will of the victorious Powers as 
€xpressed on the capitulation of Germany, 
and to the will of the German People as 
Subsequently stated in the German 
Federal Constitution: 


_ We ask in the name of the Liaison 

Council of German Peace Societies that 

the German Federal Government intro- 

ce without delay in the Federal Parlia- 

Ment a law providing for the submission 

Y Referendum to the German People of 
€ question of re-militarisation. 


“The Liaison Council of the German 
Peace Societies appeals at the same time 
to all sections of the German People not 
to allow themselves to be diverted from 

elr purpose by foreign interests, not to 

é drawn into mistaken courses by those 
who would rekindle the nationalistic 
Spirit, which must be surely recognised 
Jor what it is by its terrible consequences 
€xperienced during the past decade. 


“The German People would seal 
their doom by taking part in armed 
conflict between East and West; and 
would at the same time deny to man- 
kind that service for peace to which 
atter all that has happened they ought 
to be committed as the people living 
Midway in Europe between East and 
West. If ever a divine call has come 
to the German people to fulfill its duty 
towards mankind, it is in this hour of 
estiny, in which an unweaponed Ger- 
Many might lead the other people into 
the way of peace.” 


The. Declaration has already received 
foecity in German Press and Radio and 
ma Ws other appeals for a plebiscite made 
Y roups of war resisters. 


India’s peace stand at UN 


.. India sponsored an eight-power “ Peace 
Mrough Deeds ” resolution in UNO on Nov. 
% Earlier India’s chief delegate had pre- 
Sented a new plan for a “ peace fund” for 
Underdeveloped areas to be financed partly 
aw savings effected by reduction of arma- 
nts. 

The India delegate said that India would 
fontinue to stand for the prohibition of 
{tomic bombs. That was not only because 


“Quse the money now spent on atomic 
€apons could be spent for peaceful 
Purposes, 


A new poster -stamp 


.This well-known Peace Pledge Union 
aigter has been reproduced in a slightly 
aed form as a small coloured poster 
ham: size 1} x 13. The stamps may be 
lic from, Dick Sheppard House, 6 Ends- 
Lat Street, W.C.1, at 2s. 100; 17s. 6d. 
00; 75s. 5 000. 
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| RENOUNCE WAR AND WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


and 


their destructive results, but also be- | 


MIGHTIER THAN 
THE SWORD 


GERMANY AND REARMAMENT 


SCHOOLBOYS’ ESSAYS 
REVEAL OPPOSITION 


Many would refuse military service 


Many German protests against re-armament are coming to Peace News in the 


form of letters and articles. 


The following letter comes from a German school teacher whose name we 


are withholding: 
N my ninth grade where I am 
form-master, the boys wrote an 
essay on the subject: “What is 
your opinion about German re- 
armament?” 


The result gave a good cross-section of 
the general German view on the matter. 


All the boys declared vehemently against 
a revival of Prussian militarism. Nobody 
wanted the rule of the Sergeant-Major back. 
Some said they would refuse military ser- 
vice at all costs. Others that one could not 
shirk the responsibility of helping in the de- 
fence of the *‘ Abendland” against Eastern 
barbarism. In all the latter cases I wrote 
in the marvin: “ When was it that we heard 
those familiar notes lately?” 

Some boys are prepared to become sol- 
diers if there were some guarantee that 
Germany is really defended by the Western 
Powers and not iett to be overrun by the 
Russians and liberated afterwards, like 
Korea. They say; as long as there is any 
talk of the Rhine as first line of defence 
our taking part in this defence is senseless, 
anyway. 

Ycu know, of course, that this is the 
opinion given out by Dr. Schumacher, who 
demanded an oifensive defence of Germany 
on the Oder or the Vistula. 

What a mess" What foul, compromising 
bargains wit.. principles. 

It was very difficult to convince the boys 
that once you had recognised what war — 
any war — means, you should refuse ever 
again to take up arms, whatever political 
situation might arise. I hene I was in some 
degree successful, and that the boys will 
never fall easy victims ta the allure of 
slogans, flags and unifor.as as we all did 
only a few years ago. 


Defending his loved ones 


One case was particularly delicate. The 
leader of the class, a most intelligent and 
decent boy, after having expressed his 
hatred of all sorts of militarism for three 
pages, suddenly wrote that, nevertheless, he 
would welcome the opportunity to be trained 
as a soldier as he did not want to experience 
again certain things that had happened du- 
ring the occupation of Stuttgart. 

In those days he was too young to help, 
but he would rather die than have to stand 
by powerless again. Even if he knew that 
his fighting could not prevent such scenes, 
he would rather die with a good conscience 
about his loved-ones — his mother, sister 
and girl-friend—than live on in perpetual 
self-contempt. 

Later he told me that he had seen his 
mother raped by a Moroccan soldier. I told 
him that I could understand his feelings 


US Quakers will “encourage” 
those who will not join army 


Madison (Wisconsin, USA) «Friends 
Meeting have issued a statement on 
War and the Conscientious Objection, 
parts of which are quoted below. 

“OR three hundred years the Religious 

Society of Friends has opposed war 

and all preparations for war 
| as immoral, impractical and 
inconsistent with the spirit 
of love and_= good will 
preached 
Jesus of Nazareth, 


In line with this historic 
tradition the Madison 
Monthly Meeting of Friends 
offers encouragement and 
support to those young men 
of draft age who feel they 
cannot in good conscience 
accept any military service 
or war work. 
| 


Some of these young men 
feel called upon to make as 
total a witness against war 
as possible and_ therefore 
cannot even register under a 
draft (national service) law. 
Others, who do not have con- 
scientiouzs scruples about 
registration, will register 
and accept classification as 
Conscientious Objectors. 


While we feel that those 
who take the pacifist position 
must be willing to accept the 
consequences of their actions, 
we urge officials of our 
government to refrain from 
putting men of conscience in 
prison, or branding them 
criminals. To jail men for 
conscience sake is contrary to 
our Constitution and the 
principles of religious free- 
dom which it guarantees, 


and practised by | 


but asked him to consider whether this ex- 
perience should not make him hate war, be- 
cause such things happen in every war. 


That meant we should try and prevent 
it by every means in our power to protect 
not only his mother and sister and girl- 
friend, but every woman. I tcld him that 
he judged the wnoie problem drom one 
shocking experience which was becoming an 
obsession with him. 


Of course, it is a shocking experience for 
anybody, even the listener, but—lI tried to 
tell him—I had seen worse things during 
the war and, for that matter, in the after- 
math of war. I hope I helped him a little 
to lose his personal obsession and see things 
in a broader light. 


More than 300 Germans cent to prison by 
British Military Courts have been releazed. 
Sentences have been cut for nearly 200 
more, The Russians have released Otto 
Shoebel, ex-chief of theeAustrian Air Force, 
who has been a prisoner-of-war since May, 
1945. Many other Austrian prisoners are 
said to have been released and are waiting 
for transport home. 
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News in brief | 


NEW Bill, imposing heavy penalties 

for attempts to sabotage the send- 
ing of men and materials to Korea or 
for propaganda against the United 
Nations’ action in Korea, may be intro- 
duced as a result of the renewal of the 
Korean fighting. 


a“ 


As the law stands at present, the 
only offence for which anyone could be 
charged in such cases as these would 
be treason. The wartime regulations to 
deal with activities aimed against the 
war effort have been repealed. A draft 
Bill was prepared in August, but later 
abandoned. Now that fighting has 
flared up again the Government is con- 
sidering it again. 


The United States has disclosed that four 
Army anti-aircraft units are going to Eng- 
land to set up defences for American Air 
Force bases there, cf which there are about 
five. The announcement said they would be 
in England by the early winter. At present 
there are only Army service troops in Eng- 
land, apart from the Air Force. 


A local valuation court at Amersham, 
Bucks, has reduced the rateable value of 
an indoor rifle range from £26 to £5, “I 
think it is in the national interest that 
everybody should be able to shoot with a 
rifle,“ said Ald. Norman Gurney, presid- 
ing, reducing an “ intolerable burden” on 
a club which offered facilities to learn to 
shoot. 


Mr. Strachey, the Minister of War, has 
told a Luton audience that he does not 
think a man is too young to fight for his 
country at 18. 


| 
| XVII. 


ONFUSION on elementary 
economic problems usually 
accompanies political discussions. 
At present “controls” are the con- 
troversial issue, 


Most politicians in every narty—except 
pacifists—agree to far-reaching restrictions 
on * fundamental liberties ” in time of war. 
Complete control of economic activities is 
a prerequisite of modern warfare. If wel- 
fare, higher living standards and fair dis- 
tribution are set as aims, a similar “ all-cut 
effort’ is lacking, and numerous voices ad- 


vocate “free markets,” ‘ Jecontrol’’ of 
prices and suponlies. 
Controls may be gcod or bad—we have 


to look at the purpose, administration and 
economic systems in which they are used. 
Brcadly speaking, there are three main 
types of organisat*:n: 


1, FREE ENTERPRISE (or “laissez 
faire”) without Government interference. 
Prices and production are influenced or 
determined by the so-called ‘free play of 
forces” in the market. [f unrestricted 
competition exists, the “equilibrium 
price” (i.e., generally acceptable to buy- 
ers and sellers) controls supply and de- 
mand. Production takes place as long 
as it is profitable. In other words, the 
“ price mechanism ” controls the eccnomic 
life of a country and the profits motive 
is the driving force. 


Every price increase is a “ contre] ” by 
itself; he who cannot pay rising prices 
must reduce his consumption. Production 
ot luxuries for the few takes place before 
production of necessities for ali, because 
the former promise greater profits. 


As a matter of fact, “ perfect compe- 
tition ” is impossible in a modern, large- 
scale industry, especially in the case of 
“public utility’ enterprises (e.g., gas, 
electricity, transport). But we often hear 
politicians repeating unrealistic theories 
which they have got from obsolete econo- 
mic text-books. 


II. MONOPOLY POWER is a characteristic 
feature of. modern industrialism and 
large-scale enterprise. Monopoly exists 
if a few persons (firms) control a large 
part of the suyply of goods or if firms 
combine to fix prices and output. (Cf. 
Monopolies Act, 1948, sec. 3). Obviously 
if very few large companies—possessing 
huge capital resources — can control a 
country’s chemical, sugar, nickel, petro- 
leum, ete., industries, they have excessive 
power over production and price-fixing. 


As monopolistic firms or international 
combines (e.g., Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries, Unilever. Ltd., Standard Oil Co. of 
New Jersey, Du Pont de Nemours arma- 
ment combine in Canada and US) domi- 
nates the markets they can manipulate 
supplies with a view to raising prices and 
exploiting consumers. Their business 
policy, therefore, affects the welfare of 
the public and unfair practices lead to 
some legislative control of monopolies in 
several] countries. 


Ill. PUBLIC ENTERPRISE: from the 
consumer’s point of view it is advanta- 
geous if it provides cheaper and better 
goods and more efficient services than pri- 
vate enterprise under similar conditions. 
State control of some of Britain’s basic 
industries (coal, power, transport, iron 
and steel) ensures planned expansion and 
co-ordination of supplies, better working 
conditions and a certain integration of 
production in the nation’s interest. 


FACTS AND FIGURES 
Controls in Peace and War 


Those who now object to central direc- 
tion of industries did not protest when, 
unaer the Coalition Government of Mr. 
Churchill, “ something like 80 per cent. of 
employment in the manufacturing indus- 
tries was undertaken on Government ac- 
count’? (Cmd., 6,527, p.6). If controls and 
central planning are voluntarily accepted 
for the conduct of war, why is it that in 
peacetime “ only those goods are produced 
and distributed which yield a_ profit?” 
(John Strachey's “ Theory and Practice of 
Socialism,” Gollancz, 1986). 


PRODUCTION CONTROLS 


Preparation for war is a misdirection of 
prcductive resources which finally leads to 
the dissipation and exhaustion of a coun- 
try’s wealth. Total war fundamentally 
alters the composition of production. Civili- 
an supplies, house-building, replacement of 
outworn equipment must be reduced to a 
minimum in crder to increase military sup- 
plies. 

Controls are inevitable in any war econo- ~ 
my. They regulate allocation of raw 
materials, output targets, use of manpower, 
consumption, finance, foreign trade, and so 
forth. The present “switching” to arms 
production (already referred to in ‘“ Facts 
and Wigures"’) upsets production  pro- 
grammes of some industries, creates short- 
ages of various goods and necessitates the 
re-impositicn of several controls. 


The devastation of War II has not been 
made good in most European countries and 
the new “arms drive” presses down living 
standards below the 1938 level. “ We live 
in poverty and fear when we could live in 
plenty and security” (Mr. Strachey, ibid. 
p.27). 

In order to increase arms output, The 
Financial Times demanded, on Nov. 6, that 
“ inessential ” home demand — whether it 
eoncerns consumers or the Government — 
should be cut. The main burden of re- 
armament will fall on the consumer, es- 
pecially on people in need of social services, 
old-age pensiceners, etc., who are worst hit 
by the depreciation of money. 

PRICE CONTROLS 

Now it has been admitted by the Govern- 
ment that the rise in prices cannot be 
stopped. During the war the so-called 
“price mechanism” of supply and demand 
had to be abolished. Rising prices—due to 
rearmament—will now affect everybody and 
some people will experience particular hard- 
ships. If goods are scarce, raticning is 
necessary in order to ensure distributive 
justice in essentials (e.g., fats, tea, sugar). 
If prices go up, the few who have large in- 
comes are still able to “help themselves in 
shops” freely and enjoy a Migh standard of 
living. But others have to eat less and to 
use up their savings as they notice the de- 
preciation of money, through ne fault of 
their own. 


Although the Government can, to some 
extent, alleviate the excessive inequalities 
cf income by steeply progressive taxation 
and food subsidies, there is little doubt that 
as rising prices outpace wage-increases, the 
standard of living of workers as well as 
fixed-income receivers will decline. 


The increase in prices of essentials will be © 
uneven in the next few months. The Govern- 
ment’s problem is to keep down the cost of 
living by a price control scheme and subsi- 
dies from budget revenue. 


If housewives reccgnised that rearma- 
ment is the reason why weekly budgets are 
insufficient to buy the same quantity of 
goods as before, more energetic protests 
weuld be heard. F.R. 
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BRITAIN and the SOVIET UNION 


The need for objective analysis 


In this study of East-West antagonism, Dr. Alex Comfort asserts that the 
attitude of both sides is due to a pathological condition rather than to any 


coherent purpose, 


He believes that it is still within the power of the British 


Government “successfully to moderate the present competition in hatred,” 
but that attempts to reduce the tensions must be based on_ scientific 
psychology, not political expediency. 


ITHIN five years of the second 

world war, the prospect of a 
new war, this time against the Soviet 
Union, already occupies most of our 
newspaper space and a large part of 
our conversation. For those of us 
who reject the premises on which 
this tendency rests, and who will 
resist such a war if it comes, a per- 
sonal statement of attitude becomes 
increasingly necessary. 


Whatever we may think of the political 
motives underlying the Stockholm Peace 
Petition, or of the inadequacy of banning 
single weapons, however disgraceful, the 
Communist demand that we make our atti- 
tude clear, as an intellectual duty, pre- 
sents us with a challenge which I at least 
cannot conscientiously ignore. 


Britain is the ally, without significant 
reservation, of a Great Power whose ad- 
ministration explicitly relies on indiscrimi- 
nate war against civilians as a means of 
defence. 

So far as I am aware, this is the first 
occasion within living memory when a 
civilised Government has, in peacetime, 

« accepted in principle the idea ot a war of 
extermination. : 

At the same time, a general policy of 
rearmament, including the rearmament of 
Germany, has been accepted by the British 
Government, and with it a spate of propa- 
ganda closely resembling in content the 
propaganda adopted in time of war. These 
preparations are represented as defensive 
in intention, and I believe that representa- 
tion, insofar as the British Government is 
concerned, to be true. It is justified by 
them upon the ground that the Soviet 
State is a tyranny, and that the Communist 
enclave as organ of that state, intends, or 
may intend, to attack the West. 

At the same time, any such justification 
leaves out of account the level of irres- 
ponsibility and hysteria which has been 
reached in the American Press, and the 
predominant part played by the United 
States administration, which is dependent 
upon its public, in determining the policies 
to which we are being committed. 


Neither side has coherent purpose 


As an anarchist who bases his political 
attitude upon sociology, I am not likely to 
underrate the tyrannical elements in Com- 
munism, and in saying explicitly that I 
will in no circumstances support a war 
directed against it I am fully aware of the 
implications of such a decision. Com- 
munism has already shown itself wholly 
intolerant towards scientific criticism of the 
type on which I believe social progress 
today depends. a 

But I find the presuppositions which | 
should have to accept in supporting the 

Western bloc equally incompatible with 

any objective attitude to human affairs. 

Both belong to the field of psycho- 

pathology, not of coherent purpose. 

{ can detect no serious difference between 
the sort of ‘“ double-think’’ which recon- 
ciles political absolutism with revolutionary 
liberty and that which upholds justice by 
the indiscriminate massacre of Korean 
civilians, or democracy by giving a free 
hand to Syngman Rhee’s police. Of the 
two, the first strikes me as slightly the less 
insincere. 


West has no moral authority 


No Allied government has, at the present 
time, the least moral authority to attack 
Communism, 

Of the policies most bitterly criticised in 
Russia-—deportation, the taking of hos- 
tages, the secret police, the censorship of 
free expression, and the maintenance otf 
elaborate propaganda, all are devices which 
have been adopted by democracies, includ- 
ing our own, in time of war. The poli- 
tical philosophy of the West seems to me 
to admit the validity of a state of emer- 
gency as justification for such conduct. I 
do not. 

The problem of the tyrannical and para- 
noid elements in Communist philosophy is, 
like the problem of similar forces here and 
in America, a psychiatric one. Since the 
time of the Fulton speech, and throughout 
the pre-war years, we have given ample 
excuse for those forces in Russia. 

If Mr. Attlee is embarrassed hy the 
Stockholm Petition, he need only dis- 
sociate himself from indiscriminate 
massacre, as a weapon, to knock the 
hottom out of it. 

So long as we attempt to.remove the 
aggressive features of Communism by 
threats, talk of atomic bombs, propaganda 
designed to turn the word “ peace” into a 
term of abuse, and the arid manoeuvring 
and buffoonery at Lake Success which has 
led us into fuller and fuller accord with 
equally paranoid forces in America, we 
shall encounter the threats we assume. 


Communism and Fascism cannot 
be equated 


Attempts to equate Communism with 
Fascism are equally futile. 

In Fascism, the whole dynamic of the 
system derived from manifestations of pro- 


jected aggression in racialism, sadism and 
orientation toward death. The warlike 
tendency of such a culture was self-evident. 

Communism, while it also is arbitary, is 
a wholly different phenomenon. It com- 
bines a highly-centralised system of power 
and a stereotyped social philosophy with a 
large number of life-centred standards, 
such as sociality, co-operation, and control 
of environment by man, which make it 
quite impossible to treat it as a negative 
or a wholly pathological force. 


Whereas Fascism was predictably and 


By 
ALEX (COMFORT 


forseeably directed toward war, its entire 
structure and psychological character, the 
risk of aggression by Communism gener- 
ally, or by Soviet Russia particularly, is a 
direct function of the amount of fear, dis- 
trust and paranoid projection which we, 
together with propagandists within the 
Communist society, succeed in creating. 

In the case of Fascism, it could be 
argued that no measure to reduce this ' 
vas worth attempting. 

But in dealing with a country which 
has recently emerged from a war in which 
it lost 10,000,000 people and almost a 
third of its productive capacity, and 
which has made reconstruction its main 
public objective for 30 years, it most 
emphatically is worth attempting. 
Disapproval of the power-centred  ele- 

ments tn Communism did not prevent 
Britain from associating with it as an ally, 
and to minimise those elements and reduce 
their part in the thinking of a normally 
friendly and well-adjusted nation covering 
about a sixth of the earth’s surface is a 
valid psychiatric objective. 

In fact, if comparisons are to be made 
with Fascism, sadistic and aggressive pat- 
terns are considerably more prominent in 
the literature and life of contemporary 
America than in the general run of the 
Soviet public. 


The need: psychology, not expediency 


Yet at no time have we made any attempt 
in terms of scientific psychology, as 
opposed to political expediency, to reduce 
those tensions: when we _ feel ourself 
threatened by the highly projective tone of 
official Russian propaganda against capi- 
talists, which is at least as much a pro- 
duct of tact and of unconscious psychologi- 
cal forces as of diversionism, we_persis- 
tently counter with reactions calculated to 
lend colour to that propaganda. 

Our attempts at reducing the tension, 
where tney have been sincere, have been 
psychologically ignorant in the extreme. ! 
There are only two possible ways of in- 

fluencing the course ot Russian culture— 
war, and international psychiatry. The 
first would involve us in all the types of ir- 
rationality and delinquency which we 
claim to be attacking, as well as in the com- 
plete physical destruction of Europe. The 
second demands a type of insight which 
shows no sign of appearing in the British 
and American Governments. 


Differences not ideological 
but pathological 


We should recognise clearly the psycho- 
logical status of our own culture, and the 
probable results of our present course of 
action. 

The differences which threaten war 
between Britain and Russia are not poli- 
tical and ideological—they are predomi- 
nantly cultural and psychopathological. 
The primary conflict of our time, both 

here and in Russia, is not between 
economic systems but between those indi- 
viduals who, through maladjustment, think 
in terms of fear, coercion and authority, 
and those who do not. 

War, whatever its ostensible object, 
greatly strengthens the hands of this 
power-centred and maladjusted component. 

I do not believe that defensive war fought 
with atomic and similar weapons is com- 
patible with continued mental normality in 
the culture which wages it. 

Much of the manifestly pschopathic be- 
haviour which we see in the United States, 
from the suicide of prominent politicians 
to the politico-sexual delusions of Senator 
McCarthy and the vast increase of sadism 
and projected aggression in literature seem 
to me to arise from deepseated guilt- 
feelings over the last two atomic bombs. 

Quite apart from the military conse- 
quences of war in an indefensible island, 
which we can to some extent extrapolate 
from the state of Germany or Korea today, 
intellectual liberty and the — scientific 
approach to society seem to me to be in- 
capable of surviving the kind of defence 
they may expect at the hands of General 
McArthur. In Russia, some part of the 
violence of propaganda against the West 
may well arise from similar reactions to 
the activities of MM. Yagoda and Yehzof 
during the Trotzkyite scare. 

Neither materially nor psychologically 
are we really facing a choice between Com- 
munism and war. 


An appeal to social scientists and 


psychologists to go 


On active service for peace 


The editor of “ The Bulletin of the World Federation for Mental Health,’”* 
we reprint this article by William Borberg, 


with whose kind permission 


Permanent Representative of Denmark at the United Nations, writes o 


f the 


author: “His thinking on World Peace bears the mark of profound experience. 
He writes the article, however, as a private citizen, and is in no way 


presenting an official point of view. 


Both in his official capacity and as @ 


private citizen he is a good friend to the ideals and aims of the World 


Federation for ‘Mental Health.” 


ANKIND is acting as if to make 

sure that a new World War 

will be worse than the two previous 
ones. 


The answer to the question: ‘“ Does any 
people want war ?” is surely “ No,” but un- 
happily, people who are “ attitude condi- 
tioned” accept the handling of their 
emotions by others and follow the lead into 
war—and death. Such people are condi- 
tioned in order to defend themselves col- 
lectively, but when living quietly in peace, 
they fear and detest war—and more and 
more is this becoming true. 


Do the policy-leaders want war? They 
deny this, and | cannot imagine any of them 
wanting war, for they could never know 
how it would end, nor, for that matter, 
whether they themselves would survive. 
But war cannot break out without them, 
for the power to start a war is not vested 
in the people, but in policy-leaders, who, 
even if they have been elected, may not have 
been elected on an issue of a war policy; 
even Hitler staged an election on “ Peace 
and Work.” 


The two greatest Powers now lead in 
military preparations for a shooting war. 
Why ? Does either of them covet territory 
belonging to the other ? No. Is the popula- 
tion pressure on their territories dangerous? 
This is an absurd question. Have they 
serious difficulties in petting important raw 
materials 2 They have abundant supplies 
of most raw materials and access to more 
elsewhere, 


There exists no physical circumstance to 
justify a shooting war between them. 


Arms and living standards 


On the other hand, statesmen know full 
well that the armament race impedes the 
raising of the standard of living, They 
further know that if the money, materials 
and men now squandered on preparations 
for war were utilised instead tor applying 
the knowledge accumulated by science, to 
the problems of mankind all over the world, 
there could be found no other reason for 
future wars than bad leadership. 


Why, then, cannot sanity prevail ? 


Before I suggest where to concentrate 
effort with that aim in view, let us recog- 
nise that certain descriptive words used 
above, and commonly used also in politics, 
are unrealistic: ‘“ people,” ‘ mankind,” 
“ powers,” “country,” “ cabinets,” “ parlia- 
ments,” and I might have added “state” 
and “ nation,” are all concepts. Our units, 
our realities in politics as in social science 
are not concepts such as these, but are in- 
dividuals. Therefore these concepts should 
be filled in with the images of many indi- 
viduals, conditioned by their life history to 


* The Bulletin is published every two 
months from 19 Manchester Street, Lon- 
don, W.1, price 58. or 1$ per annum. The 
above article appeared in the Aug. 1950, 
issue. ~ 


We are facing a choice between some 
attempt to apply our knowledge of human 
conduct to the study of cultural tensions 
(which must involve a _ thoroughgoing 
repudiation of psychopathic attitudes of all 
kinds, including those associated with 
power), and the full acceptance of cultural 
suicide—whether by war or tyranny is im- 
material, since in this case we shall get 
both. : 

Should the second alternative be chosen, 
as it will be unless every individual exerts 
himself against it, and does so now, I am 
prepared to resist it personally to the limit 
of my capacity. 

British intellectuals owe it to the people 
of all countries, not least those of America 
and the Soviet Union, to dissociate them- 
selves now not only from warlike activi- 
ties and preparations but from everything 
which implies or lends colour to the idea 
that defensive war is a lesser evil or is 
capable of defending something. 

Given a wide enough resistance and 
protest I am satisfied that the Govern- 
ment can be compelled to use British re- 
sources to moderate the present compe- 
tition in hatred, and to moderate it 
successfully. 

Even if unsuccessful, the risk we should 
run by standing aside from a_ conflict of 
“ways of life,’ neither of which is com- 
patible with freedom and progress as we 
understand those terms, would be no 
greater than we now run in following 
morally indefensible allies into militarily 
indefensible situations. 

The spokesmen of the Government are 
highly anxious to see the term “ appease- 
ment,” with its implications, supersede the 
older word “conciliation.” It*is possible, 
as anyone who deals with mental disorder 
will know, to be both conciliatory and 
determined. 

It is a form of psychiatric technique 
which we have to compel the Government 
to acquire, unless we prefer to embrace 
progressive lunacy and its implications as 
a preferable alternative. 


‘inferiority complex, or whatever it migite 


certain actions and interactions in varying 
degrees. 


Scientific interpretation 


Now the sociological situation is that 
homo sapiens is at a danger point in hs 
development, facing a potential world wat 
that may blow him out of existence. From 
the point of view of mankind, in the sensé 
used in this article, his mistakes must be 
in the organisational field. Are they due 
to the separation otf mankind into “states » 
or to the sovereignty of the latter? It 18 
not necessarily so. Man may live pease 
fully in spite of these conditions, but bot 
conditions may make it more uifficult w 
live in peace. 


The real mistake in organisation show$ 
up in the fact that sociological development 
at least twice in our lifetime, has brought 
to the leadership of “Great Powers” met 
who are mentally unfit to undertake that 
integration and co-ordination of ‘states 


necessary for the avoidance of war under — 


modern conditions of Man’s development 
To put the case bluntly, we fear that thé 
same is true now, or that it will happe? 
again, while war preparations go on. 

Must we necessarily have a shooting wat 
for domination or for ideologies, in 
middle of the 20th century, when scien 
might solve almost all our problems? % 
mankind be now faced with a choice ° 
“my ideology or your death” then in 
man who poses such a question the men 
health expert will recognise an obsesse® 
domineering, unintegrated personality: 
who, though possibly believing himself # 
idealist, is in reality fighting for his oW* 
projected childish egotism. In other wor 
he is a patient—but he is armed. 


Psychological method 

Whether an analytic diagnosis would Mt 
clude mental, moral or physical poverty 
endowment or experience in childhood, # 
show, your human duty and your duty ae 
sdientist is by all the scientitic means | 
your disposal to prevent him from remall™ 
ing in power. 

But how? Must we wait until childre™ 
have undergone a different kind of educi 
tion in order to become the type of constt: 
tuents which will elect another kind ® 
leader ? Or must we trust in luck? It B 
agreed that education must go on. Ab 
ptwer to UNESCO and the teachers, in © 
operation with the mental health experts, 
But how much effort dare we believe it 30 
have on world politics in the next 10 to 
years? Meanwhile another war may und? 
most of it. What can and, therefore, wht 
must be done right now ? 


The sociological situation indicated rathet 
than described fully above, leads me to fl! 
the answer in an adaptation of the preamy 
of the constitution of UNESCO, Since We 
begins in the minds of men, it is i” tie 
minds of those men who are most influent’ 
in decisions for or against war that 
defences of peace must be constructed. 


New field for scientists 


a 
= 


_I have urged elsewhere that the prevé 
tion of war in the minds of influentia 
dividuals be chosen by social scientists iy 
an urgently important field of work. of 
should go to that task with the humility © 
true scientists, ready to suspend judgmen 
ready to give only tentative and res 
opinions about possible explanations <7. 
solutions, and never to give up their 3¢ 
tifie approach, mentality or morality: ir 


If the scientists had understood | hy 


duty to bring organisation to scienc¢ 


would long ago have chosen the problems 


peace as the most important of all r 
not out of sentimentality, but because joer 
has now neither biological nor social ¥@ 
but is positively dangerous to the very 
tence of homo sapiens. 

est in 


Therefore all sciences have an inter? jap 
peace, and it is the duty of every scle” 
to do his best to promote the application i 
all scientifically acquired knowledge © re. 
problem of bringing sanity into that inves 
dible situation in which we find oUrst’ a] 
It was therefore good to see the Internat on 
Congress on Mental Health focus intere™ |p. 
world politics. Your task must be UP 


14 
taken as an energetic and persistent aU ae a | 


to contribute by new approaches 
change in the trend of history. 


UNO organisations useful 


ing in terms of concepts represents © 

it pe 
Oe ‘at useful, apd : 
Scientifica useful. 
up the apnky of conference, technique™® 4 to 
the quality of the social scientists #% 
report on it, vouches for User” + the 
They haye not forgotten the reality metimes 
best conference technique may ma great 
fail, if the representatives of but OM" to 
power have instructions to Diced on 
naught. UNESCO, further, 38 or 
the “tensions project "; again, 
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(Continued on page four, column 


i onourably bi 


iq] i 


exit 


Double star 


QN reading 
i dard,” I 

Should bs 
ww not t 


i ti on 
| ls 
ernment of 

internati 


aS prevented 
Moposals of ; 
Me that othe 
™ mMmoral tk 
expedient 4 
“ . ie al 
Viet Govert 
Mibbling anc 
8S to conceal 
make no 
As long as t! 
Hut it no high 
{ealine and t 
umph of Ci 
Tound for al 
discovered ? 
Widual to 


Hall Will 
Oxted.” 


(See le 


Peace poli 
[THE Edito 


in festions 

overnment, 

ere are 

1 Repudiate 

Mmerican 

» Disentang 

| as now | 
Policies. 

4 Come to 1 

to stop m 

will do tk 

4. England t 

trality*an, 

of proble 
Primitive 

Get rid « 
country. 

5 If possibl 

With Rus 
evacuate 

@ same. 


We shoulc 


n |, The ideal 


| Aeaty betw 


am, ] 


Foy Actio 


For al 
present 
‘nd the de 
*nly have 
i at they sé 
“ftter to tl 
‘Prime Minis 
ategoricall: 
Sut policy | 
Ho take any 
Mlities begi 
', Refusal t 
“cision, an 
Mss, warn 
ti comme 
rtheoming 
€nsive o 
+ asta 
Wand, te 


Some f 
*oliey aes 


e@ rear 
Snued consi 


American 


. Double standards 


7 QN Yeading your Leader “ Double Stan- 

dard,” I felt that one pertinent ques- 

“n should be put. 

S it not true that on the whole the 

: jRverment of this country tends to regard 
ho 


ice 


tr international pledges it gives as 
Ith, }nourably binding, which in certain cases 
rberg, hag Prevented our name from being put to 
f the Moposals of a more idealistic kind, know- 
vence. k .that other Governments do not think 
way Immoral to break such pledges when it 
as a ‘\s €xpedient ? 

Vorld 1, Sit not also true that on the whole the 


f . |Viet Government has brought the art of 
in varying |Wibbling and obstructing to such a point 
1*8 to conceal its ultimate aims ? 

I make no wholesale condemnation, but 
8 long as the theoretical background (to 


mis that a it no higher) of our diplomacy is honest 
yint in his paling and the background of theirs is the 
world wat |tumph of Communism, how is the common 
nee. From found for any genuine negotiations to be 
| the sense “covered ? Does one continue to trust an 
is must D@ [4dividual to whom lying is no sin? 
» they due fan win EVELYN MAUDE 
“states > i 
‘or? It 8 | Oxted.’ 
iver (See leading article, page two) 
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. THE Editor of Peace News invites sug- 
ion shows : F 
nt | Bestions for a peace policy for the 
svelopme Government 
* brought ment, . 
vers" mel | y ere are mine: : 
rtake that | “epudiate our financial dependence on 
“states, |, “Merican dollar voliticians. 
var under [™ Disentangle ourselves from UNO, which 
velopment ali now become a cloak for secret war 
r that the } Policies. 
1 happe® )* Come to terms with Russia by agreeing 
2 on. to stop making the atom bombs if they 
voting wa Will do the same. 
Ss yence England to make a Declaration of Neu- 
+ if trality.and to devote herself to the study 
em) on of problems affecting undeveloped and 
choice h Primitive peoples in Africa and Asia. 
he wait Get rid of American air bases in this 
ne Country 
bsess dy Be 2 
spaonalit? ' If possible, sign a 50 years peace treaty 
imself 42 With Russia. This would bind them to 
: his sae poctate Berlin and Poland, if we do 
her wor © same. 
ave should evacuate Berlin and leave the 
a tmans to manage their own affairs. There 
“hould be no rearmament but we should 
would ine 2 fifty years peace treaty with Ger- 
ibe an abe ideal would be a fifty years peace 
it might Chey between France, Germany, Russia, 
r duty 9) la ina, Japan and America, based on multi- 
neans 8 wee disarmament and the banning of 
» remain ome weapons. 
Pyis.: R. M. CLARKE 
childre® Dittisham, Devon, 
F educt 4 
°F consti For Action - now 
kind For all people who disagree with the 
k? ‘All present Government’s Foreign Policy, 
on. od 4nd the developing arms race which can 
Ts, yore ‘nly have one conclusion, I would urge 
exper ill that they send a firm and uncompromising 
e it 20 | Ktter to the Foreign Secretary and the 
10 1040 ,, time Minister, stating their objections and 
nay U | “ategorically stating that, should the pres- 


ty take any active part when, and if, hos- 
llities begin. 


d Refusal! to serve is ultimately a personal 
cision, and I think one should, in all fair- 
‘88, warn the Government before hostili- 


2°S8 commence, that no support would be 


9 i 
ore, wh* Pfnt policy be continued, they would refuse 
i 
i 
qatcoming, should they embark upon a 


hen fensive or any other war, which could 
cted. yrastate this small, heavily-populated 
: and. 
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enti 4 the Yrearmament programme and con- 
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y a "es from the USSR. 
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LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


One - Party dictatorship 


JN regard to helping the peace effort, one 

is confronted by the fact that an honest 
man, let alone a Christian, cannot support 
the policies of either England, America or 
Soviet Russia. 

Russia undoubtedly wants peace, but her 
foreign policy has been such as to greatly 
aggravate the Western Powers and make 
them suspicious and afraid. If the Western 
Powers are belligerent it is Russia’s own 
policy that has made them so. Notwith- 
standing Russian propaganda and_ talk 
about democracy, it is nothing better than 
a cruel, one-party dictatorship. Stalin ad- 
mits that there is only one party: all others 
are shot, gaoled or condemned to terrible 
slave-labour camps. 

The latest book I have read is “ Stalin’s 
Russia,” by Suzanne Labin, a French Uni- 
versity student (1949). It is a terrible in- 
dictment against this so-called land of 
Socialism and Democracy. 


FRANK SYMONS 
11 Wretham Road, 
Soho Hill, Birmingham. 


Unite for international laws 


TPHE encouraging letter from “The 
“™ Federalists” in Peace News, Oct. 20, 
unfortunately contains a serious misunder- 
standing of my position. It says that I 
am “looking .to the time when whatever 
federal world constitution is recommended 
by the People’s Convention in the course 
of the next few years, will come up for 
ratification through the various national 
parliaments for a referendum of their 
veoples.” 


Actually, I think that the promotion of an 
unofficial Constituent Assembly—which is 
the present policy of the Crusade for World 
Government—is almost entirely a waste of 
time and effort. My reason for taking this 
view is that it ignores the fact that the 
existing political parties are asking for a 
mandate to pursue a foreign policy of peace 
through military alliances—and that this 
being so, it is unreasonable to expect these 
voliticians to ratify something which is in 
definite conflict with their own mandate. 


This is why I suggest the creation of a 
new political party which will expressly 
ask for a mandate to pursue a policy for 
peace through the creation of a supra- 
national, free-democratic, politica] authori- 
ty. It must be clearly understocd, too, that 
I am not asking for the creation of a mere 
“nuisance-value” or “minority” party 
which will worry and goad the existing par- 
ties to change their attitude to foreign 
policy. What I am asking for is the crea- 
tion of a mass party which will aspire to 
majority politica! authority in all countries. 
And, as each country comes under the in- 
fluence of this new party, that country will 
be absorbed under a common. sovereignty, 
or common supra-national body with real 
powers, with all the other like-minded 
countries. 


In my view, the need for the establish- 
ment of common law in place of the exist- 
ing international military anarchy is so 
urgent that we have a right to expect paci- 
fists as well as the more enlightened mili- 
tarists, socialists as well as the more en- 
lightened individualists, and so on, to help 
us with the task of eradicating the pre- 
sent widespread policy of military alliances. 


If all who desire the creation of a per- 
manently arms-race-free world, whether 
they are now in pacifist movements or 
World Government movements, were to 
unite in this task I feel certain we would 
make a deep impression, even at the com- 
ing General Election. 

E. G. MACFARLANE 
Organising Secretary. 
The World Parliament Party, 
Dundee. 


Pacifism Utopian 


WWORLD Citizen as I am, I ofiten find 
*¥ much in Peace News that is sane, 
wise and ethically good by which I am 
encouraged and refreshed. 


But I am not a pacifist in the strictest 
meaning of that word. For I do uphold 
an enforcable law. Indeed, it is difficult 
for me to see how peace can be permanently 
kept in either a national or world communi- 
ty without it. It isn’t over-hard to find 
men and women who are good citizens in 
the sense that they don’t require coercion 
to keep them away from misconduct and 
crime. But could one say that of the gener- 
ality of people? 

It seems to me that there is a strong sec- 
tion of pacifist opinion that is hopelessly 
Utopian in thinking so, and it has as much 
chance of general acceptance as I have of 
voyaging to Mars. 

I recently addressed a meeting of the 
‘Bradford Co-operative Men’s Guild on the 
subject of “ World Government” and was 
agreeably struck by the general and en- 
thusiastie approval of this road to peace. 
Not only could we, within the framework 
of a world government, do much ito remove 
those conditions of social distress that have 
held in bondage millions of human beings 
for so long, and that make enduring peace 
impcssible, we could present the world 
with a constructive, tangible goal to which 
to direct peace effort, as challenging as the 
situation is serious today. 


G. I. BENNETT 


259 Broad Lane, 
Bramley, Leeds. 


World Federation 


"THERE are two very sound reasons why 
world federation cannot be regarded as 
a party issue: 

1. Only a completely different philosophy 
can justify the creation of a new party. 
World Government is not a philosophy: it 
is merely a technique — a commonsense 
matter of creating a new political organism 
to meet new needs. 

2. There are advocates of World Federa- 
tion within all the major parties. It was 
a Labour »1.p. (Henry Usborne) who origi- 
nated the Crusade for World Government. 
The Liberals supported the idea in their 
party programme at the last General Elec- 
tion. Even Mr. Churchill and other lead- 
ane Conse ee have acknowledged the 
need, 

It would seem, therefore, that the actual 
principle of World Federation is not in 
question. Rather is our task one of coming 
together to formulate a programme en- 
abling us to realise our ideal. After all, if 
we cannot obtain unity among ourselves, 
how can we hope to unite the world. 

J. J. ROBERTS 
1 Lake Lane, 


Upton, 
Wirrall, Cheshire. 


Open the people’s eyes 


TPHE photographs published in Peace 

News of what tragedies are entailed in 
Korea by “liberating” in the manner of 
our military friends, recall the wise words 
of Dick Sheppard, who said that to attempt 
to right the world’s wrongs by war was 
like trying to repair a wrist watch. with a 
sledge hammer. 

If the great American nation is to con- 
tinue to allow its militarists to carry on as 
they like in smashing the world, they may 
well remove the Statue of Liberty which 
at present stands in New York Harbour, 
and in place of a figure with a lighted and 
uplifted torch, more fittingly place the 
carved figure of a weeping child beside a 
heap of rubble. 

When will men learn that the way of 
Jesus is the true path to freedom? Whom 
He makes free is free indeed. With the 
noble example of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
struggle for Indian freedom, one would 
think our “civilised” nations would realise 
the spiritual power of the non - violent 
method, but like the subjects cf the He- 
brew prophet’s warnings, “having eyes, 
they see not; and ears, they hear not; and 
understanding which perceive not.” 

But one can pray. It may be that prayer 
in such eases is the only effective thing we 
can do. “ Lord, open the people’s eyes that 


they may see.’ 
JOSEPH JACKSON 
19 Coombe Gardens, Ensbury Park, 
Bournemouth. 
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The Church and peace 


QUITE often the view is expressed that 

~ the Church should wholeheartedly sup- 
port the cause of Peace; for instance your 
editorial in Oct. 27 issue: “one does not 
want to abandon the hope that sooner or 
later the leaders of the Church will show 
the world how to behave, and even lead the 
way to peace.” 

A false hope, I am afraid, as things are 
at present. 

Let it be clearly stated, now, and under- 
stood by all, that the Church is not 
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primarily an institution devoted to the pro- 
motion of the Christian gospel. It is 
primarily an instrument of State policy. 

As such one of its principal functions, 
and which is of most interest to pacifists, 
is “To sanctify all wars which the State 
enters into.” 

All wars are made to appear as 
“ Christian wars” and because people are 
thus led by the Church to regard them so, 
they will readily enter into them, and 
remain blinded to the true evil of them. 

These remarks will explain many things 
to those who prefer to think for themselves; 
amongst them the untenable contention that 
it is possible for the Christian to obey the 
Commandment “ Thou shalt not kill” one 
day, and break it the next, at State com- 
mand, and with the Church’s blessing and 
sanctification. 

All this concerns the established Church, 
as an institution, and is not intended to re- 
flect in any way upon those very worthy 
Churchmen who are really striving so con- 
scientiously for Peace. 


’ DON L. PHILLIPS 
Pensilva, 


69 Audley Avenue, 
Torquay. 


Sermons against war 


HAVE been a Church worker for four- 

teen years and much to my disgust I 
have never heard a sermon dealing with this 
filthy business of war. Why do churches 
decorate their walls with war banners ? 


‘G. W. HARRIS 
43 Leopold Road, 
N.W.10. 


Support these churches 


THERE is at least one church of each 

denomination in Central London where 
pacifism is preached, and several ministers 
who have reaffirmed their pacifist position 
have been quoted in Peace News recently, 
If Christian pacifists would support those 
particular churches the cause of Christian 
pacifism would be considerably streng- 


thened. 
OLWEN BATTERSBY. 
19 Brookland Rise, 
11. 


Congregationalism and peace 


OHN VINCENT has spoiled his other- 

wise excellent review of the book on 
Leighton Richards by his unwarranted and 
uninformed remarks on Congregationalists. 

Leyton Richards was only one of a con- 
siderable number of pacifists in the Con- 
gregational Ministry during the last war. 
I am not aware that any cf them had occa- 
sion to leave the denomination, though the 
views of some of their congregations made 
their ministry difficult. 

There is, too, in the rank-and-file, as 
great a proportion of pacifists in the Con- 
gregational communion as in those of the 
Baptist and Methcdist. Inquiry into the 
facts will reveal that in no other denomina- 
tion is more freedom of thought and wor- 
ship allowed to the local church, and in no 
other denomination is the individual left to 
interpret dogma in his own way. Indeed, 
the lack of any form of binding creed, save 
that of the acceptance of Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord is regarded by some as 
a weakness. 

Your contributor does not further the 
Pacifist Cause by such false and dangerous 
generalisations. 


ERNEST TIQKNER 
Newlands, 
Heath Close, Banstead, Surrey. 


ON ACTIVE SERVICE FOR PEACE 


(Continued from page four) 


tists engaged in this are of such high stand- 
ing that light is sure to come. 


Such studies will be very useful in the 
long ryn, but who can guarantee that we 
have time for a long run? Who can 
guarantee that we can afford to use the best 
scientific brains for long term studies, and 
none for the immediate, actual prevention of 
war? 

It is good to penetrate into the problems 
of generalised cause and effect, and even 
very important to foster research. out in 
the problems of Peace there is not only 
action research to be done but there is a 
moral duty to apply scientific knowledge in 
immediate practice. 


Individuals are reality 


Let us therefore return to our realities, 
the individuals, the policy-leaders, and in 
such a return there 1s a very hopeful ele- 
ment in the fact that they are relatively 
ew. 


If you succeed in changing the outlook of 
this limited number of individuals, or even 
only the most significant of them; if you 
change their methods, increase their know- 
ledge, or eliminate the worst of them, the 
difference thus created may suffice for giv- 
ing us peace, even independently of the 
common man. 


I know that most scientists hate the idea 
of “mixing in politics,” particularly in 
world politics, and the idea of accepting 
any kind of active service in this field, 
therefore, creates a sentiment of “ guilt by 
association”! The social scientist, how- 
ever, is not asked to become a “ Fuehrer,” 
but the knowledge of his science as of all 
sciences, should be brought to bear on the 
problems which present themselves in poli- 
tical life. It is therefore not enough merely 


to observe political and diplomatic activi- 
ties to formulate hypotheses about motives 
and reactions for verification in a university 
laboratory or to describe them in an 
academic way. 


Politics and psychology 


In every country and in international 
organisations, ways and means should be 
sought for getting into contact with the 
policy-leaders, to explain what the social 
sciences and particularly the psychological 
sciences might do, and to ask that they be 
given a chance to study whether they may 
be of practical service. There will be resis- 
tance from the men who fear loss of pres- 
tige or fear ridicule, who fear to be con- 
sidered weak, abnormal, vain or ignorant. 
Such are the men who have something to 
conceal, and who are exactly those who are 
undesirable in politics, for they are imma- 
ture, and their contact with reality cannot 
be relied on. Their resistance to the 
approach of social science may even be the 
first certain indication of their undesir- 
ability. ; 

But there are many policy-leaders who, 
when it has been explained to them what 
your sciences can offer—and you will not 
promise more goods than you can deliver— 
will gladly give you a hand, anxious to be 
socially useful, eager to serve, and grateful 
for the insight you can give. Co-operation 
at the level of secrecy may be accepted on 
the honour and oath of a doctor, as long as 
the purpose is peace. 


This duty of active service cannot be 
shirked, except on pain of feeling “ guilt 
by omission”; while having accepted the 
duty all your loyalties will be harmoniously 
integrated for the good of mankind, for 
your country, your family and your science. 

This duty concerns peace, and there 
exists no task more urgent, nor one more 
important in the whole world. 


6—PEACE NEWS, November 17, 1950 


HE threat of a Third World 


War does not appreciably 
\ diminish. And if the policies 
which are dividing the world 
are continued, says a statement 
on Korea issued by the War 
Resisters League of New York, 
“Korea will be only the first of 
a series of ever more disastrous 
wars.” 


Whilst the Korean war revealed the 
Communist belief in violence, says the 
WRL, it also showed that the United 
States knew no other way to reply 
than by an intensification of the war. 
The only thing that could avert the 
spread of war was a large-scale peace- 
effort: “ Only a proposal vast enough 
to be a real solution will capture the 
imaginations of people and avoid be- 
coming just another propaganda 
weapon.” The most vital part of 
: such a solution must be disarmament 
Ps of all weapons. 


Blindman’s Buff 


HIS view is endorsed in the 
Rev. Edis Fairbairn’s 
newsletter from Canada. 

He puts America’s hasty action in 
Korea on a par with Britain’s ability 
to aid Poland against Hitler; with all 
her know-how and wealth, it is 
doubted whether she could carry it 
through. 

America, he says, 
seems to be “blindly 
following the Rus- 
sian gambit and 
walking into an im- 
possible situation 
from which it 
may easily emerge 
financially bankrupt, 


True Godliness 


MORE promising way out 

is shown in ‘“ The Pendle 

Hill Idea,” an account of the 

Quaker educational community 

3 in Pennsylvania written by its 
Director, Howard H. Brinton. 


Pendle Hill was founded 20 years 
ago in accordance with two basic 
Quaker principles: “the importance 
of the small, integrated religiously 
centred community as a starting 
point for a social order higher than 
that of the world in general, and the 
importance of immediate experience 
as a necessary supplement to beliefs 
and theories.” , 


The best size for such a community, 
suggests its Director, is between 50 
and 150; Pendle Hill has about 60 
members, drawn on average from a 
dozen different countries. Students 
stay for three terms, and there is no 
formal distinction between staff and 
students; all members take part in 
the household chores. The educa- 
tional ideal is described as a balance 
of the three ancient arts—Divine, 
Liberal and Useful—with the addi- 
tion of the Spiritual “as understood 
and interpreted by the Society of 
Friends.” 


Pendle Hill seeks “to make _pos- 
sible within itself the kind of life 
which should prevail throughout the 
world.” Its watchword quotes Wil- 
liam Penn: “ True godliness does not 
turn men out of the world but en- 
ables them to live better in it and ex- 
cites their endeavours to mend it.” 


Uprooted People 


| another sphere, Quaker 
relief workers are helping 
some of the world’s “ uprooted 
people.” The Friends Service 
Council’s Autumn Appeal 
stresses the urgency of this 
need. The British Government 
grant towards work in Germany 
ceased last March; and at the 
end of June the International 
Refugee Organisation also 
stopped its assistance to dis- 
placed persons. 

Refugees now number eight million 
in Western Germany; four million in 
Po the Soviet zone; a third of a million 
- in Austria; half a million in Greece; 
three-quarters of a million Arabs in 
the Middle East. There is also a two- 
way traffic between East and West 
Bengal, and the steady stream from 


eastern to western Germany—esti- 
mated at 23-40 thousand a month. 


Clothing is still urgently needed 
and should be addressed to the 


Friends Service Council, c/o Davies, 


PACIFIST 
PARAD 


Threat and Promise 


Turner and Co., Bourne Street, Pim- 
lico, London, S.W.1. Donations, ear- 
marked “European Relief,” will be 
gratefully received by the Friends 
Service Council at Friends House, 
Euston Road, London N.W.1. 


Moving Mountains 


CHALLENGE to peace- 

service volunteers not to 
confine their activities too ex- 
clusively to western Europe is 
issued by a correspondent in 
“Le Service Civil.” 


Why not offer a group of volun- 
teers to go and work behind the “iron 
curtain,” he asks. And should not 
both sides in Korea be offered a team 
of workers to undertake reconstruc- 
tion as soon as hostilities cease, “ re- 
gardless of who wins the war’? 


Can SCI make no contribution, he 
says, towards bringing the gulf be 
tween the two ideological blocs? If 
only a few of its 6,000 members had 
something of the spark that was in 
Pierre Ceresole, founder of Service 
Civil Internationale, what “ moun- 
tains of hatred and distrust ” could be 
removed ! 


Village Hampdens 


ORE news of the “ Village- 

Hampdens ” of the local 

Press comes from as far afield 
as Lancashire and Cornwall. 

A correspondence 
on the Korean war 
has been sustained 
for two months in 
the Cornish Times 
by Liskeard’s paci- 
fist Alderman, Mr. 
G. C, Maddever, and 
evoked a lively re- 


bringing disaster sponse. 
upon the whole as Mr. B. W. Sidwell 
western world.” in the “ Nelson 


Gazette” points to the futility of 
creating a “golden age” in England 
as long as there is danger of war 
— “the primary duty of responsible 
statesmen everywhere is to engage in 
intensive research on this most im- 
portant of aJjl social problems.” That 
there is little likelihood of such ac- 
tion, he says, should not deter indi- 
viduals from expressing the “ burn- 
ing indignation ” that has in the past 
been focussed on other social evils. 


Lone Voice 


UT there are other forms 

of self-expression than 
writing letters. Expertness in 
any field will usually assure a 
hearing for its owner. 


A South African reader, Leon 
Kooyker, has great difficulty in find- 
ing expression for his pacifist 
opinions—but he was finally able to 
give his views on Korea in the form 
of an interview with the paper 
‘‘Landstem,” because of his own ex- 
perience in studying the harbours 
around Seoul. He would also be glad 
to hear from other pacifists in South 
Africa. His address is: Leon Kooy- 
ker, FRGS, Montague Street, Mossel- 
baai, South Africa. 


Charity Begins... 


N interesting sidelight on 
the processes of liberation 
comes from an address to a 
recent Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion conference at Denver by 
Milton Mayer. 


He told how a Korean wrote to the 
Los Angeles Times that he had been 
unable to get a house in the town 
“because he couldn’t find anybody 
who would rent or sell a decent dwell- 
ing to a Korean.” He wanted to be 
liberated by the Americans. But, 
said the speaker, he would kave to 
go back to Korea for that. 


Mobilising the Church 

- To resist the double temptation 
of appeasement and violence 

the temptation of Munich and Hiro- 

shima, our Governments must be able 


to count above all on the firm con- 
science and insight of Christians.” 


This is from an article in the New 
Zealand “Christian Pacifist” called 
“ Mobilising the Church,” which goes 
on to argue that the Christian Church 
should organise itself with military 
efficiency to meet the challenge of our 
times, with spiritual bombardment. 


“We do not have to calculate or 
demonstrate that the technical power 
of the weapons of the spirit is equal 
to that of the atomic bomb.” 


MARGARET TIMS 


October 18 


Sir Waldron Smithers (Con., Orpington): 
Will Mr. Bevin review passport regula- 
tions with a view to preventing Com- 
munist agents from the USSR and other 
Communist-governed countries from 
visiting Britain and Britis) Communists 
from visiting them? 

Mr, Bevin (Foreign Secretary): Applica- 
tions for visas ... are considered by the 
appropriate authorities. ... It is within 
my discretion to withhold a passport 
from a British subject. In practice this 


change these procedures. 


Sir W. Smithers: When will HM Govern- 
ment realise the mortal danger of Com- 
munism and take their courage in both 
hands? It is deeds and not words we 

want. 


Mr, H. Hynd (Lab., Accrington): Is it not 
desirable that as many people as possible 
from those countries should see our way 


is very rarely done. I see no reason to 


energy programme, we are still not any- 
where near having produced an atomic 
bomb ourselves and have been out- 
stripped by the Soviet Union? 


Mr. Strauss: I do not accept the conten- 
tion of the hon. Member that the pay is 
so much less than in private industry; it 
is simply not true, particularly since the 
Chorley Committee Report has been put 
into application, 


Mr. R. T. Paget, KC (Lab., Northampton): 
Will the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs take steps further to review the 
sentence of Wolfgang Schwender, who is 
at present serving a term of 15 years, 
reduced to 10, having fired on the survi- 
vors of the “ Peleus” in view of the fact 
that Schwender at the time was an or- 
dinary seaman, aged 19, under direct 


orders of his commanding officer, who 
was standing beside him. 


Mr. Ernest Davies (Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs): Schwender's 
sentence, in common with other long- 
term sentences passed by British Military 
Courts on German war criminals, is sub- 
ject to periodical reviews. It is not pro- 


posed to undertake any review of 
Schwender’s sentence other than under 


these general arrangements. 


Mr, E. Thurtle (Lab., Shoreditch and Fins- 
bury) asked the Attorney Genera! the 
name of the British newspaper which had 
a representative with the North Korean 
forces, and the name of that represen- 
tative; and whether the Government have 
decided whether or not there is anything 
treasonable about the action of the news- 
paper in question and its representative. 
The Attorney General: So far as I am 
aware, the only newspaper registered in 
this country which alleges it has a re- 
presentative with ‘the North Korean 
forces, is the Daily\ Worker, the indivi- 
dual’s name being Winnington. As at 
present advised, I do not propose to in- 
stitute a prosecution for high treason. 


October 24 


Mr. Emrys Hughes (Lab., South Ayrshire): 
To what extent will the re-armament 
programme affect housing in Scotland. 


Mr. T. Fraser (Under Sec. of State for 
Scotland): At this early stage it is not 
possible to forecast what, if any, effect 
the defence programme will have on 
housing in Scotland. 


Sir T, Moore (Con., Ayr.): Can the hon. 
Gentleman estimate how many houses 
would be built if we were defeated in a 
possible war through lack of rearma- 
ment? 


Mr. Fraser: That seems to me a slightly 
hypothetical question. 


Mr. J. R. Bevins (Con., Liverpool, Toxteth): 
What is the liability for military service 
in any future emergency of men now 
over 26 years of age who were reserved 
in the 1939-1945 war and are not now 
reserved, and how such liability differs 
from that of Class Z reservists. 


Mr. Isaacs (Minister of Labour): Men who 
were reserved in the last war and are 
now over 26 years of age are not liable 
under existing law to be called up in an 
emergency unless they are at the time 
in the Reserve or Auxiliary Forces. Mem- 
bers of the Class Z Reserve are liable to 
recall. 

November 1 


Mr, J. Carmichael (Lab., Glasgow, Bridge- 
ton): I have heard it said from both 
Front Benches that we needed to re- 
educate the German people until we had 
destroyed the military mind. But what 
have we today? It is suggested that the 
Germans should be allowed to have some- 
thing like 10 divisions in the European 

In order that they 


army. What for? Ba 


of life? 

October 23 

Mr. R. Blackburn (Ind., Birmingham, 
Northfield): Will the Minister of Supply 
institute an immediate review of salary 
scales for research scientists and workers 
engaged in atomic energy projects in 
view of the inadequacy of the present 
rates? 

Mr. G. R. Strauss (Minister of Supply): 
No, sir. The pay of research scientists 
and workers in my department is under 
continual review. 

Mr. Blackburn: Is it not a fact that 
scientists and workers engaged in atomic 
energy, trom Sir John Cockcroft—£2,400 
a year—downwards are earning, on the 
average, less than half their equivalents in 
private industry are earning, and does 
not that very largely explain the fact 
that 10 years after starting on the atomic 
might line up to stop aggression. 


Asked in the House.... 


surely we went to war in 1939 to De 
aggression. Are we to believe that the 


very many people that we fought in ord , 
to destroy aggression are now capa } 


of linking up with us to destroy the very 
thing of which they were the creators: 
I believe the Germans are a great peoples 
but I think we are approaching the prov 
lem of Europe far too much with a mili- 
tary mind. It is time to call a halt 


November 6 


Mr. Emrys Hughes (Lab., South Ayreshiré) 
asked the Secretary of State for Forelgm 
Affairs if he will seek information from 
the United Nations as to the representa 
tions which have been made to Mr. Syn& 
man Rhee for the purpose of securing 
the more humane treatment of prisoneTs 
in Korea. 


Mr. Ernest Davies (Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs): Yes. 
however, informed that the Unified Com 
mand is already doing everything in its 
power to curb vindictiveness in Korea 
H.M. Government have also brought this 
question to the notice of the Government 
of the Republic of Korea. ) 

November 8 

Air Commodore Harvey (Con., Maccle® 
field) asked the Secretary of State fot 
Air how many recruits have joined ¢ 
RAF since the increase in the rates © 
pay; and hew these firures compare W! 
a similar period last year. 


The Secretary of State for Air: 8,270 me" 


and women enlisted in the RAF in Sept 
and Oct. of this year compared W! 
2.664 in those months last year. 


Air Commodore Harvey: Would the right | 


hon. and learned gentleman say ‘a 
many National Servicemen have ® 
tended their engagements. of 


Mr. Henderson: A very great proportion 
the figures I have given the hon. ® 1 
gallant Gentleman apply to Nation@’ 
Servicemen who have taken regular so 
gagement on call-up. In addition, l¥ a 
have extended their service from Nation 
Service to regular engagement. 

November 9 ed 

Mr. Garner-Evans (Con., Denbigh) ask 
the Home Secretary how many pers 
have been granted political asylum in 
country since January, 1946. 


Mr, Ede: A number of aliens admitted w 


the United Kingdom since the end of Me 
war would be in danger of persecution 
they returned to their own country, | al 
there is no distinct class of politic® 
refugees, 


* * * 


Mr. Ede: In the event of a future war there 
are likely to be heavy casualties. It wid 


not possible in the last war, and it we 
not be possible in the future to prov a 
complete immunity against attack ffO% 
the air. I am advised that it is technics 
ly feasible to provide shelters that wou 
go far to reduce casualties from all for 


of attack ... One point to which ot 


Government attaches great importance | 
that plans should be made for a maxim 


f shelt hich will h ce - nh | 
of shelters which wi ave pea side 


uses ... The Government will con 
how soon and on what scale it will a 
practicable, having regard to the inte 
national situation and other calls on M™ 
power and materials, to embark 0? 
programme of shelter construction - +" | 

Mr. Emrys Hughes (Lab., South Ayrshire), 
Would the Home Secretary tell us if 
really thinks it possible to proceed 
a hig programme of air-raid shelter 
struction without interfering with 
building of houses. 

Mr. Ede: No, I do not think it wili be P on 
ble if we proceed with a big schemes at 
those lines, but we have to regard W™ 
is happening in the world around ¥°° 


with 
com 


33!" 


Mr. Henry Usborne (Lab. Birminghahy 
Yardley): .» I would ask my inst 
Hon. friend whether he realises enat 


° 
altogether ? nee 


The Home Secretary: The only sure aeftnte 
against being drowned is never to B 
the water. . . We shall make every pon’ 
we can ... consistent with nations But 
our and our obligations, to avoid bee thay 
we cannot shut our eyes to the fact“. 4, 
in spite of that, we may be attac defenc® 
we must be prepared with such 
as can be afforded. 


...and said in the L 


November 1 
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ent pall ()PENING the World Youth Friendship 
oy the very h ague Congress at Oberhausen, in the 
e creators im the Lord ‘Commissioner for North 
reat people; jp "&, Westphalia, Major-General W. HL A. 
g the prob- hop spoke of the need to follow the old 
vith a mili- Neg? virtues of honesty, tolerance, un- 
i} a halt lishness and understanding. 


“4e asked his hearers not to lose their 
als or their faith in the innate honesty 
ecency of the ordinary peoples of all 
Wntries, and said that in every country 
und a desire for peace and for friendly 
derstanding with other people. 
*astor Arthur Bird, the founder of the 
ague, said that friendship in itselt was 
enough to break down the barriers of 


Ayreshire) | 
for Foreign | 
cation from 
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yf securing 
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tistrust and bitterness in the world. It 

retary of te only be done by the power of God and 
ves, | am Spirit of Christ. ; 

iified Com- €solutions passed at interna] discussions 

hing in its e League were read out. Among these 

in Korea € suggestions for influencing world 

cought this Mouth for international understanding, and 

‘overnment | Tequest to all responsible heads of 

: Feraments to “Foster and support our 

gre for peace and friendship ” by the erec- 

Maccles 4 of “departments for youth peace work 
state for th educational ministries. a 

ioined th he pledge of the League that “we 

& rates @ all never direct arms at each other but 


try to solve the problems of the material 
and spiritual needs of our times on the 
basis of Christian Faith” was also em- 


napare Wih> 


8,270 ng Podied in a resolution as was the demand 
Fin Ser that all new systems all over the world 
ared wi Should give peace efforts at least the same 
r. 8Pace and, above all, the same signifi- 
the right Cance as the news of war events and 
say hoW | Preparations.” Rs 
have e* €se resolutions received wide publicity 
é€ Press and it.is hoped as a result to 
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CHRISTMAS 


DICK SHEPPARD MEMORIAL GATHERING 


Peace — if you work for it 


HE gathering which is always 
held on the Sunday nearest to 
the anniversary of the death of the 
founder of the Peace Pledge Union, 
Dick Sheppard, and has taken various 
forms, was, for the second year in 
succession, held in the Crypt of St. 
Martin’s-in-the-Field on Sunday, 
Nov. 5. 
Vera Brittain, presiding, expressed the 


sense of obligation to the Vicar of St. 
Martin’s, not only for allowing the use of 


the Crypt, but for co-operating in the 
Intercession Service held in connection 
with the Indo-Pakistan dispute, and 
also for allowing the service of 


Intercession for Peace to take place at St. 
Martin’s on the first Friday in each month 
at 1.30 p.m. 


There was, perhaps, a temptation to 
despondency in the assertion that there 
would always be war, said Vera Brittain. 
War, indeed, was the supreme manifesta- 
tion of evil, and evil there would always 
be, but the shape of it changed. Slavery 
had gone, and war would also go. 


She saw indications of progress in the 
different attitude to the defeated in 1918 
and 1945; in the response to the “Save 
Europe Now” movement; and in the in- 
creasingly critical attitude to war propa- 
ganda. lt was no longer necessary to per- 
suade people that peace was desirable, but 
to show them how peace was possible. The 
PPU was working along these lines in the 
endeavour to show those who want peace 
that they- can have it if they will work for 
it, and the witness of the PPU was their 
memorial to Dick. 


What the peace pledge means 


Michael Tippett, PPU Sponsor, had been 
wondering how one who did not know Dick 
Sheppard should properly be speaking that 
afternoon. He was doing so because he had 
come to know Dick through his friends, and 
because he had attached his name to Dick’s 
pledge. 


He had come to pacifism through seeing 
the actual consequences of war and because, 
as an artist, he had a lively imagination. 
Perhaps the biggest job of the pacifist was 
to be sympathetic to and understanding of 
those who believed that war was more 
likely to be stopped by violent than by non- 
violent means. He had signed the pledge 
with but a dim apprehension of what it 


Shaw did, that, though wars were certainly 
wrong, disgraceful and stupid, and _ poli- 
tical action to stop them was therefore 
desirable, yet if war came, they could not 
contract out but must accept it as the logi- 
cal responsibility for their failure. On the 
other hand, those whose pacifism was an 
individual action and for whom the pledge 
was of a personal order, could only act 
according to their individual conscience. 


Michael Tippett concluded, “ Though I 
never knew him, I know that part of him 
which was crystallised out in the words of 
the pledge. As I use his words and make 
them my own, I speak with something of 
the power of his spirit. It is in such ways 
enter into the communion of 


The real strength of the PPU 


Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the 
PPU, suggested that few movements owed 
so much te one man. It was not only Dick’s 
vision and insight and courage which en- 
abled him to take the initiative, but also 
his genius for fellowship which made it so 
apt to apply to him the word “ debonair.” 

There was no greater justification for 
Dick’s prophetic wisdom in shaping the 
PPU than that it was able to survive his 
death, and the war, in spite of personal 
failures and mistakes in organisation. That 
to which Dick appealed so unerringly in 
the hearts and minds of all men was 
unquenchable. 


He was immortal because truth is 
eternal, and the real strength of the PPU 
was not in the thousands they could claim 
as signatories, or the number of groups, 
but in the truth for which they tried to be 
a medium. The prophet was often mis- 
takenly regarded as the foreteller, but the 
prophet was the forth-teller: the man who 
declared the truth. Dick Sheppard was a 
prophet, and for him the pledge was the 
sym and embodiment of an _ eternal 
truth, 


Stuart Morris quoted extracts from the 
book “ We Say No” to show Dick’s own 
interpretation of the pledge, and he re- 
minded the gathering that Dick had also 
had doubts to overcome. Was he doing a 
disservice to the cause of peace by putting 
the real price of it too high? The tempta- 
tion came to pacifists to make their appeal 
easier, to adopt a more popular method, to 
seek the encouragement of outward suc- 
cess; but the PPU had been true to Dick’s 
spirit and purpose in re-affirming its main 
object of seeking adherents to the pledge 
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Up and doing ! 
With the Methodists 


VERY week, every day, brings new 

opportunities for the aware reader 
to make Peace News more widely 
known. Last week nearly 5,000 Metho- 
dist ministers, and the secretaries of 
Methodist Peace Fellowship branches, 
received a complimentary copy. 
Douglas Smith of Wakefield followe 
up promptly by sending the issue to 
every local preacher in his area, a 
number of others have also tackled 
their local Methodist friends. 


Have you? If na, ask a Methodist 
for the local Cireuit Plan, and write 
now for supplies of last week’s paper, 
with Rev. G. E. Hickman Johnson’s 
article, and the special covering letter 
which we have prepared. Send 1s. 10d. 
for each dozen, post free. Don’t waste 
this opportunity. 


H.F.M. 


Circulation last week 16,500 (5,000 to 
Methodist ministers, etc.). 


Flogging to stay repealed 


THE Home Secretary has announced that 
~~ the Government has no intention of re- 
introducing corporal punishment for crimes. 
To MPs who urged its reintroduction be- 
cause crimes of violence are on the increase 
he said: 


“ Before it was abolished, flogging was 
available for only a very limited range of 
offences. The curious thing is that offences 
not previously punishable by flogging have 
increased by 25 per cent. and those punish- 
able by flogging have increased by only 
just over 2 per cent. since the repeal of the 
power to flog.” 


_ Corrective training and preventive deten- 
tion had proved very powerful deterrents 
to criminals, 


From Peace News, November 15, 1940 

“We have not had such intensive raids 
these last few days—fortunately, otherwise 
there would not be much of the centre 
Of see left. 


“Will you please increase our standing 
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8—PEACE NEWS, November 17, 1950 
Methodists and Communists on 


“WHICH WAY TO PEACE?’ 


From Anthony Bradshaw 


NAR. Kenneth James, a member of the 
* Communist Party, discussed the ques- 
tion “ Which way to peace; Communism or 
Christian Pacifism ?” at a meeting of the 
Kingsway Hall Group of the Methodist 
Pacitist Fellowship on Nov. 5. 

Mr. James had been a member of the 
Communist Party for three years but he 
believed that there must be unity between 
Christians and non-Christians of all par- 
ties to preserve peace. 

If a Third World War. came, England 
would be in a worse position than any 
country in the world as an American atom 
base tor attacking Russia. 

Quoting the dismissal of the editor of Pic- 
ture Post as an example of the suppression 
of truth inherent in the capitalist system, 
Mr. James went on to mention the forth- 
coming Sheffield Peace Congress which was 
attacked by the capitalist Press and the 
Labour Party because they fear their over- 
throw by the working class. 

In conclusion, he stated his belief in the 
brotherhood of man; when the working 
class were giyen their share of the good 
things of life, 
struggle and no war, 


The pacifist case 


Replying as a member of the MPF, Mr. 
Douglas Bibb said that he too hated capi- 
talism, but that did not make him a Com- 
munist. Violence was inherent in the Com- 
munist doctrine; the rise to power of the 
working class by violent. revolution was 
germane to the Marxist dialectic. If one 
accepted this, war was the only way to 
bring about the classless society. 

Mr. Bibb stated his belief that anything 
contrary to God’s will would be finally self- 
destructive. Those committed to violence 
would themselves be destroyed. 

The best way to bring about the class- 
less society was to renounce the use of 
violence, for, although the Christian Paci- 
fist movement was only a tiny minority, 
he helieved that people with sutlicient 
faith in their ideas could exercise an in- 
fluence out of all proportion to their 
numerical strength. 

At question time it was pointed out that 
the pacifist was at least prepared to make 
some sacrifice for peace, and that if the 
Communists believed so sincerely in peace 
they could set an example by unilateral 
disarmament 


PEACE NEWS PRESENT PEACE NEWS PRESENT 


Christmas Presents ? 


Why not send a three months’ trial of 


PEACE NEWS 


A special Christmas Card, inscribed, 
with your name and message, will be 
sent with our CHRISTMAS NUMBER 
(Dec. 15th), and a further twelve 
issues, all for 3s. 3d. only post free. 


NEWS PRESENT 


Send names, addresses, greetings and 
remittance to The Subscription Dept. 
Peace News Ltd. 


NEWS PRESENT PEACE 


Every reader is asked to help 
with our 
Christmas Peace Campaign 


Send the Special CHRISTMAS 
NUMBER of PN with the attractive 
Christmas Card “Father Christmas 
Selling Peace News” to your local 
ministers and clergy, councillors, 
youth workers and al! your friends. 


Peace News, Carda and large enve- 
lones all for 48. a doz. only, post free 


(Peace News and news-wrappers only 23. doz.) 


Order now, and ask your group and 
friends to help. 


PEACE NEWS, LTD., 
3, Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


N 939Vadd INSSAYd SMYUN 3DVGd ENSSaUd SMAN FDOVAd LNASSYd SMAN BOVAd LNASHUd SMAN BIVAd 


PRESENT PEACE NEWS PRESENT PEACE NEWS PRESENT PEACE 


isi 
= 
a 
d 


m 


MAN GOVGd INGSAUd SMAN DOVGd LNaASaY 


there would be no class | 


Big crowd hears protest against 
arming Germany 


BEFORE drenching rain sent everyone running for shelter, Sybil Morrison ha 
secured one of the biggest crowds seen in Hyde Park for some time when she 
opened a PPU protest meeting against the re-armament of Germany last Sunday. 


She faced her huge audience with the 
reason why so many of them wore a red 
poppy, and declared forthrightly that the 
sentimentality which insisted upon sancti- 
fying and glorifying war was making the 
way easy for yet another war. She re- 
minded taem that the poppy stood for the 
fields of Flanders where they grew and 
where a generation had died to save the 
world from wars; she spoke of the so-called 
freedom for which the second world war 
was fought and recalled how Germany had 
been declared the culprit and forced to take 
the blame and had been indicted as the 
only criminals. 

Yet now Germany was to be re-armed 
by the Allies of the last war in order to 
fight in the next war, 


©NEHRU 


(continued from page one) 


large parts of Asia it is a factor which must 
be recognised it is based on vivid 
memories of past colonialism, and if any- 
thing occurs which reminds Asians of that 
past colonialism or threatens any form of 
it, immediately old memories revive and 
there is strong reaction. 


Fear 


F any country should or ought to be 
afraid, it is India ... judged by any 
modern standards we are weak... 

1 cannot speak for the whole of India. I 
can tell you with all honesty that I have 
not a shred of fear in me at the present 
moment, whatever happens in the world, 
and I think that to some extent my people 
share that feeling. 

Why is that so? 

Because we were trained to a large ex- 
tent in this way of functioning by our 
Master (Mahatma Gandhi). He started 
with small groups facing a mighty empire, 
unarmed people with no apparent means of 
achieving our end and on the other side 


pice 


' there was the might of an armed empire. 


And gradually we learnt from our great 
leader not to be afraid. 

Ultimately one has to accept certain con- 
sequences. If you mentally accept those 
consequences fear goes. But if you avoid 
consequences there is fear. 

I think it is true that if we or some of 
us are not burdened by the fear that is 
consuming large parge parts of the world, 
it is not from a lack of understanding of 
the dangerous situation that we are in but 
because we have been conditioned in this 
way during the last 30 years. 

(See also “Ten Years Ago,” page seven.) 


All Coventry and district readers 
should come with their friends to hear 


SYBIL MORRISON 
Saturday, November 18th 

meeting at 3 

Smithford Street 


Welsh Church Hall, Ford Street, 
at 7.30 p.m. 


Chairman: Sydney Dunnicliffe 


~~ 


Open-air 


pm. at 


Particulars from 
Elia Norman, 12 Stoney Stanton Rd., 
COVENTRY. 


Emrys Hughes, M.P. 


writes every week in 


FORWARD 


On sale everywhere — Friday 2d. 


Postal subscription (3s, yearly 


from FORWARD, 26 Civic 
Street, Glasgow, C.4. 


800 MILLIONS THROUGH THE 2nd WORLD PEACE CONGRESS 


Say — 


We must 


World famous leaders of all walks of life— 
will present a report of the great Sheffield 
Congress direct to the people of London. 
Rain or fine—this must be a mighty send off 


to the delegates from all over the world. 


We can 
We shall 


Save world peace! 


TRAFALGAR SQUARE 
SUN., NOVEMBER 19, 2 p.m. 


Organised by 
British Peace Committee 
81 City Road, B.C. 


In answer to questions she said she was 
convinced that the dead of two world wars 
had died in vain and were utterly betrayed 
by those very people who satisfied their 
emotions by wearing a poppy instead of 
demanding that not only snould Germany 
not be armed but that the Governments of 
the world should disarm and be courageous 
enough to accept the consequences, 


It was her view that the consequences 
might be very different from the fears of 
the majority of people; another war would 
make the world ripe for Communism; a re- 
fusal to countenance one or take part in 
it, might be the action which would save 
the human race from annihilation. 


The other speakers were unfortunately 
prevented from following on by the rain 
but it is proposed to hold another Hyde 
Park meeting on the same subject within 
the next few weeks. 


Sybil Morrison asks — 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
KOREAN PEOPLE? 


yy ar in Korea could have been averted 
Y if, when the trouble commenced, a 
little common sense had been used. Miss 
Morrison told a meeting arranged by the 
Lewes Peace Pledge Union at Friends Meet- 
ing House, Lewes, Sussex, on Friday. “Lines 
of latitude and longtitude.” she asserted, 
“do not count—what matters is the people 
living in the countries across which those 
lines pass.” 

Miss Morrison, who is the PPU’s cam- 
paign organiser, was of the opinion that the 
vast majority in all countries of the world 
were seeking: peace. These people, she said, 
may have different views on what peace 
meant, but she failed to see that to take up 
arms, just to enforce the kind of peace 


{that one particular nation thought was 


| 


right was the right answer to the problem. 
“I think it 1s insanity to think we can 
solve this problem simply by killing.” 

“Quite a lot of people,” she said, “ have 
become alive to the fact that the second 
World War is not over and that we are 
going into a third; the only difference is 
that we are going towards a third World 
War much quicker than after 1918 we went 
towards the second. 

The rights of the Koreans 

“What has been happening in Korea?” 
she asked. “ Before that war broke out, 
few people had ever heard of ‘a country 
called Korea.” Much less had they heard 
of the 38th Parallel.” 

The speaker continued, “The United 
Nations is saying one thing and the North 
Korean Government another. But these 
people in Korea have just as much right to 
biuld their homes, have their families and 
live a normal peaceful life as we have. 
“ Under the Communists they, perhaps, do 
not know freedom as we know it, but, I be- 
lieve that in Russia they do know what 
we mean by freedom. 


CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE 
TO WAR 


(Continued from page one) 

the vague and insubstantial Christianity 

that is often offered them? ” 

We had to commit ourselves, he con- 
tinued, to something rather like the Wel- 
fare State; but as people like Herbert 
Morrison had been saying lately, that new 
State needed a spiritual foundation. 


The need for a social philosophy 


The old competit:ve and imperialistic 
systems were like machines that only‘ ran 


on such fuel as greed, fear and self-interest, | 


The new Welfare State systems would only 
work on the more refined fuel of selt- 
sacrifice and neighbourliness. 

As Christians they had an obligation 
to say whut they meant by Society, and 
it was their imperative task to pronounce 
their social philosophy. 

They must assert that the society they 
envisaged was something which could only 
have permanence and validity if they be- 
lieved that God was the Father and there- 
fore men were brothers. 

Tnat was the kind of philosophy which 
alone could provide the alternative to the 
fear and rapacity which went to make 
modern war. 


Social workers and teachers 


wanted 


QGOcIAL workers, school teachers and 
others who have had experience in 
interviewing or research work and who are 
members of pacifist organisations are asked 
to attend a meeting of the Peace Pledge 
Union’s Political Commission on Thursday, 
Nov. 23 at 8 p.m. at Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 7he Commis- 
sion is planning a project requiring the 
assistance of some 30 or more people. 


Peace News is open for the expression 
of all points of view relevant to pacifism. 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned. 
do not necessarily represent the policy of 
the Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the 
weekly organ. Nor does the acceptance of 
advertisements imply any endorsement of, 
or PPU_ connexion with, the matter 
advertised. 
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Mr. Chuter Ede: In the event of a futu No. 752. 
war, there are likely to be heavy caguah$ —— 

ties... it will not be pussible .. . to pT] 
vide complete immunity against attack 
from the air. I am advised that it ¥ 
technically feasible to provide sheltel 
which would go far to reduce casualti@ | 


Mr. Winston Churchill: J presume the 
Government will take great care that owt y 
resources ... for defence are not ur 
prejudiced by drawing upon them for ie) 
most passive form of defence, and that 
other methods of giving security will hatt 
their full place in the policy of t 
Government, Jt would be a great P 

if it should be assumed that tris county 
is likely to be the victim of atom bomb 
attacks, It is one of the very few da 
gers which seem to weigh more heavil é 
on others than on oursetves, 


—House of Commons, Nov. 9, 1950: 


YY TLe the World Peace Congi@ay 

whether it be held in Sheffield ° 
Warsaw, demands that atomic weapons 99 
banned, Mr. Churchill and the Britisn Ho# 
Secretary argue as to which is the W% 
important way to defend the citizens of # 
country from atom bombs: by prepat au 
deep shelters, or by keeping well ahead & 
Russia in their production. 


_ That there is no real defence for civilia® 
is a truth that Governments preparing, 
war need to disguise, and even Mr. Cave 
chill, indulging in his favourite pastime 
“baiting ”’ the Government, would not 
quite so far as to let that particular °C! 


out of the “bag.” But he made it perfec! B 

clear that, in his view, the only real defé oth L: 
lies in attack, and his words held a simla, © 

threat that will be heard quite distint “OPPOR 


in the Kremlin. 


_It is hardly to be wondered that the R 
sian Government who, after all, did 

discover the secret of atomic energy, ® 
had no stock of atom bombs at the # 
when the first one was loosed upon an 


Vicar’: 


suspecting world, are suspicious and afrall 7 BVeEry 

ee | of ti 

Britain and the A-bomb he quilting! 
. ru J 

If, instead of preventing delegates f Thay wey 

the Comintorm coming into this cout thing ibe 

when possibly they nught have discove B wh 


tor themselves that British citizens, ¥ Wealth an 


ever Mr. Churchill may say, are not im This stat 
feast interested in dropping atom bombs *f St. Pau 
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